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He hath appointed a day, in (he which he will juoob the world 
in righteoasness by that man whom he hath ordained. — Actt xvii. 31. 

And he commanded as to preach unto the people, and to testify that 
it is he which was ordained of €rod to be the judge op quick and 
dead.— ilcft x. 42. 

I charge thee, therefore, before God, and the Lord Jesas Christ, who 
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his king- 
dom.— ft 71m. iv. 1. 

His ways are always grievous : thy judgments are fab abote ovt op 

HIS SIOHT.'-P«a^ X. 5* 

What if some did not believe ? Shall thbib ukbbliep make the 
faith of God without effect ? God pobbid.— i2om. iii. 3,4. 

He, that is of God, heareth €rod'8 words ; ye therefore hear them not, 

BECAUSE TE ABB MOT OF QOO»'-John viU. 47. 



[TDGMENT ON THE QUICK. 



' Reader, 

Therb was a time, when thou and 
I were not in exiatence. There will be a lime, 
when thou and I shall be in another state of 
existence. — There was a time, when these 
heavens, and all the hosts that garnish them, 
deeiared, as now, the glory of God, Ps. six. 1, 
and the busy hum of men and beasts and 
creeping things and flying fowls was abroad, 
as now, in all this earth — and thou and I were 
lying in the womb of back eternity, in uncre- 
ation, in unexisting nothingness, knowing no- 
thing OF rr ALL. There will be a time, when 
these " heavens" and all that therein is " shall 

I pass away with a great noise," and this 
" earth" and " the works that are therein shall 
B 2 



be burned up/' 2 Pet. lii. 10 — and thou and 
I SHALI4 KNOW IT ALL, passed or passing away 
with them into another state of existence, 
stretching onward through an appointed FOR 
EVER.— What an awful truth! How diffi- 
cult to reach it, to grasp it, to hold it fast ! 
How difficult to bring it tangibly within the 
soul! Is this difficulty a stumbling block 
to thee? Nay, nay — once thou wert not in 
being. Is it not difficult to imagine that — to 
conceive of thyself as ever being other than as 
thou art now — to conceive of a period in which 
thou wert not — to conceive of a state of past 
nonexistence? Yet it is certain — thy past 
unexisting nothingness is certain; and the 
certainty of it is in no wise shaken by the diffi- 
culty in thy conception of it. As certainly 
shalt thou pass into another state of being; 
neither does any, the greatest, the most 
unconquerable, difficulty in thy conception of 
it, in the least wise, shake the certainty of 
it. No. There will surely come a time, when 
thou shalt be in another state of existence. 
Whether thou be found among the dead, 
when the Lord comes to judginent, or among 
the QUICK*— whether thou* pass into the new 

* <' The LordJesus Christ*'*** SHALL judge the guiCK 

AND THE DEAD AT HIS APPEARING,** 2 Tim. iv. 1. 
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state tlirough the "chambers of death," or the 
change of being pasa upon thee at the Lord's 
judgment on the quick — there will surely come 
a time, WHE^ thod shalt be in another 

STATE OF EXISTENCE. 

When the Lord comes, this change will pass 
upon THE QUICK, upou all men and women 
and children, that are then alive on the cailh : 
upon the blessed quick, looking for from 
Heaven " ihe Saviour, the Lord Jesua Christ, 
who shall" THEN "change"lheir" vile body, that 
it maybe fashioned like unto his glorious body," 
Phil, iii, 20, 21^upon the cursed quick, "fit- 
ted to destruction," Rom. ix. 22, who thex 
" shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power," 2 Theas. i. 9. — " Behold, 
I shew you a mystery ; we shall not all sleep" — 
we shall not all be dead and in the grave when 
the Lord comes from heaven — " but we shall 
ALL BK CHANGED in a moment, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the last trump," 1 Cor. xv. 
51, 52. 

This coming of the Lord, of the Lord Jesus, 
IB called in various parts of the Word, "thk 
DAY OF THE Loud," Is. li. 12 — xiii, 69, Amos 
V. 18,20, lThess.v.2, 2 Pet. iii. 10, Joel i. 



IS—ii. 1 — iii. 14, Zech. xiv.l.* And of it, it 
is writieD, that it cometh as a thief in 
THE NIGHT, Luke xii. 89| Matt. xxiv. 43^ 
1 Thess. V, 2, 2 Pet. iii. 10, Rev. xvi. 16.— 
Many are the characters of that day, as given 
in various parts of the Word. The character 
given of it, under the image of coming as a 

thief, is SUDDENNESS, INVOLVING THE IDEA 

OF DESTRUCTION — it will comc Unexpectedly, 
when men are in security, with sudden destruc- 
tion. — It will come unexpectedly ^ even as a 
^^ thief in the night," as a thief breaking into 
the. house at night, when the inhabitants of 
it are asleep and not thinking of being broken 
in upon by a thief. -^It will come upon the 
QUICK, the living inhabitants of the worlds 
when they are wrapped in a deep sleep of secu^ 
rity, not thinking of it, not looking for it, not 
prepared for it.— It will come suddenly with cfe- 
struction, when the quick, in the mass, seeing 
no danger and believing in none, will be over- 
whelmed in eternal ruin, without help or re- 
medy. 

* It is also called the Day <if Jesus Christ, Phil. i. 6, 10, 
2 Thess. ii. 2, 1 Cor. i. 8, v. 5, 2 Cor. i. 14. Also, the 
Day of Judgment, Matt. xi. 22, 24— xii. 36, Mark Ti. 11, 
2 Pet. ii. 9— iii. 7, 1 John ir. 17. 
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Readers, men and brethren, upon this cha- 
racter of the day of the Lord I would speak 
unto you— upon THE suddenness of it in- 
volving therein the idea of destruction, ac- 
cording to Paul's amplification of the image 
of A THIEF, in I Thess. v. 2, 3, where he 
says, " the day of the (.ord so cometh as a 
thief in the night," for when they shall say. 
Peace and safety, the}i sudden destruction 
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman 
with child, and they shall not escape." — 
May the Lord, by his Spirit, impress this fear- 
ful truth upon your hearts, with tenfold the 
power wherewith he has been pleased to im- 
press it upon mine 1 

The suddenness and destruction of 
"the day op the Lord!" O! let us again, 
yea, and again look at the idea presented to us 
of the awful character of th at day— it so com- 
eth as A THIIJF IN TBE NIGHT. It will COmc 

suddenly upon men, when they are not expect- 
ing it, and have no belief in its coming— when 
they are saying, Peace and safety. It must 
surely be so. If they believed it was coming, 
they would be expecting it. If they were ex- 
pecting it, they would be prepared for it, 
and it would not come upon them suddenly. If 
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they were prepared for it, it would not come 
npon them ^' with sodden destruction.** 

It will come, wbea the world is full of. liv- 
ing men, women and children. No universal 
blast of death will have first swept across the 
earth, and strewed upon it the ciurcases of the 
slain.: Living men and women and children 
will beall over tbetrorld, when thb day comes, 
as full of strength, ^ health, vigour, activity, 
thought, and forethought, as at any period since 
<jod first ^^ breathed into man's nostrils . the 
treath of life," Gen. ii. 7- 
• It will come, when men are blind to its 
coming, each in his own blindness-^asleep, 
each in his own dream. The astronomer will 
'foe calculating his eclipses for years yet 1q come 
'*— the physician will be studying his arts, to add 
length of days to man's body— the philosopher, 
^Ith his '^ philosophy falsely so called," will be 
improving and enlightening his species — the po- 
litician will be planning beautiful schemes for 
man's welfare in ages onward — the man of 
riches will be saying to his soul, ^^ Soul, thou 
rhast much goods laid up for many years, take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry,'* Luke xii. 
19— the man, " that will be rich," 1 Tim. vi. 9, 
will be toiling and labouring after his '^ filthy 



lucre," rising up early and sitting up late, Ps. 
cxxvii. 2 — the man, that "liveth in pleasure/' 
1 Tim. V. 6, will be sending for "the harp and the 
viol, the tabret and pipe and wine," to be in his 
" feast," regarding " not the work of the Lord, 
neither considering the operation of his hands," 
Is.v. 12 — the preachers, THB blind pREAciiEns 
AMONG THEM, will be speaTSn^ their smooth 
things and prophesying their deceits, Is. xxx. 
10, each in his own delusion, but all of them 
blinding men's eyes to the day — the king, 
and the noble, and the magistrate, and the 
former, and the tradesman, and the labourer — 
the mean man and the mighty man, Is. v. 
15 — "both free and bond, both small and 
great," Rev. xix. 18— the man, the woman and 
the child— the married and the unmarried — 
the people and the priest, the servant and his 
master, the maid and her mistress, the buyer 
and the seller, the lender and the borrower, the 
' taker of usury and the giver of usury to him. 
Is. xsiv. 2 — shall all be weaving their webs of 
distant years and distant things, turning time 
into eternity, thinking and speaking of time's 
world as never-ending, at the very instant, the 

DAY, THE LAST DAY, THE DAY OF THE LORD, 

I comcth upon them as a thief. 

I It will comb, when men are very wicked — 
b3 



I 
I 



I 



10 

ripe for destruction, and destruction ripe for them;. 
Dreadful state ! Th£ day is suspended, is in 
abeyance^ until, as in the visitation upon the 
Amorites, ^^ the iniquity*' of men on the earth 
is "/a///' Gen. xiv. 17- — It will come^ when 
iniquity is full upon earth, and the Lord can 
bear it no longer— when the " God of this 
world," 2 Cor, iv, 4, "who hath nothing in 
Christ," John xiv. 30, has fully blinded the 
minds and hardened the hearts of men, and 
they have nothing in Christ— when the ini- 
quity of their blinded minds and hardened 
hearts issues forth in one devilish universal lie, 
that the day of the Lord is not coming. — 
Therefore will it come with sudden destruction, 
and they shall not — it is the Lord's shall not 
— they shall not escape^ 



Do you marvel at this awful suddenness of 
THE DAY ? Come now, and let us reason 'toge- 
ther, and meditate over some of the passages 
in the book of God, in which its awful sudden- 
ness is set forth, directly or inferentially. 

Turn first to Matt, xxiv., and see what the 
Lord says in that typical, prophetic account of 
His Day. His words there have all been ac- 
complished in their letter^ as a prophetic type. 
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In tlie destruction of Jerusalem, and they will 
yet be accomplished in their letter with a thou- 
sand-fold completeness in the destruction of the 
world at His Day. — Read verse 27, "as the 
LIGHTNING cometh out of the east, and shinetli 
even unto the west, so shall also the coming of 
the Son of Man be" — read it, and pause — read 
it, and stand in awe — read it, and pray. Now 
read ver. 21— 26— But in reading them take this 
Scripture truth with you: three things are to 
bring in the day of the Loud — great and 
universal troubles, great and universal wicked- 
ness, a great and universal form of godliness 
and spreading of a false gospel. They are all set 
forth in this chapter, two of them in these six 
verses, and the other in ver. 37, 38* ; but they will 
not take one tittle away from the suddenness of 
the coming of the Dav. Nay, these three things 
will, in very deed, constitute its suddenness— the 
wickedness, the disquietings, the self-deceiving 
unbelief of men will, at once, call for and cause 
the unHTNiHG-COMiNG of the Son of Man, — 
Now read ver. 21 — 26, " For then shall he 
great tribulation, such as was not since the 
beginning of the world to this time" — the time 
at which Christ was then speaking— "no, nor 
Luke xri\. 26 and fol- 



I* See the corresponding pi 
low'iDj; versi'B. 
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fever shall be after it, and, except those days 
fihould be shortened, there should no flesh be 
saved" — not even the elect, so hot will be the 
&niace — "but for the elects' sake those days 
shall be shortened*'* — for their sake the Lord 
ivill make a short work of his judgment on the 
QUICK, it may be the work of extreme short- 
ness, nay, of perfect suddenness, the work of 
ONE moment, of one twinkling of an eye — 
" then if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here 
is Christ, or there" — Christ is come to this place 
or to that — " believe it not" — ^no, when he does 
come, one man will not need to be told of his 
coming by another, for *^ every eye shall see 
him," Rev. i. 7 — " for there shall arise false 
Christs"-*in person it may be, in the setting 
forth of false Gospels it shall be — '^and false 
prophets" — false teachers and preachers — " and 
shall shew great signs and wonders" — shall 
appear to have great power over the minds of 
,; men in bringing them to God, or, it may be, 

* Daniel, speaking of the same periody at which he de- 
scribes << the Great Prince" as standing up for his people, 
says, " there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was 
since there was a nation, even to that same time, and at that 
time thy people" the elect of God, « shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the Book,'' Dan. xii. 1, A 
passage evidently appropriated by Christ, as referring to the 
time and events of which he himself is here prophesying. 



I 

I 



oTcr created nature in working miracles — " irl- 
somuch that, if it were possible, they shall de- 
ceive the very elect, behold, I have told you 
before,* wherefore if they shall aay unto jou, 
Behold, he ia in the desert, go not forth" — 
Christ will not come to be seen only by the 
beasis of the field and forest — " Behold, he ia 
in the secret chambers, believe it not" — Cbrist 
win not come to be hidden in men's houses — 
" for as the lightning combth out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west, so shall also 

THE COMING OF THE SoN OF MaN BE." 

Behold, as lightning shall be the coming of 
the Son of Man, sudden, quick, glorious, uni- 
versally yisihle. — "As lightning cometb out of 

' Paul SHfs, ia a passage rervrridi; to the time and ev«DU 
of which Christ is berD propheayicg, " Know this also, that id 
the last ilayt perilous timES shall come, for men shall be" full 
of ei-ery evil word and work (as there enumemled) , " liiving" 
In tbe mtilst of [heir exceeding wickedness, *'a form of godli- 
ness, but denjrlog tlie power thereof for of this sort are 

tbey which creep into houses, and lead coplice illly women 

laden with sins, led away with diren lusts, erer learning and 

never able lo come to llie knowledge of the truth ; now as 

Jaoues and Jatnbres," Pharaoh's magicians, *' nilhslood 

Moses" — hi/ ihewing great aigna and wondtri, Eiod. vii. II, 

IS, 22— viii. 7— "so do these also resist the truth, men of 

corrupt miDds, reprobate concerning llie ditb, but they shall 

fioiher" — tbey shall be restrained from proceeding 

a deceive tlu elect'-" for their folly shall he made 

IS theirs" — as the folly of Pharaoh's magicians, 

Eiod, vlii. la—ix. U— " also was," 2Tim. iii. 1—8. 
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the east, and shineth even unto the west," so 
shall be his coiniog — universally visible from 
the east even unto the west, and shiuing from 
heaven unto earth, yea, "every eye shall see 
him," Rev. i. 7, yea, " all the tribes of the 
earth shallaee the Son of Mao," Matt, xxiv, 30, — 
" A& lightning Cometh," so shall be his coining, 
shilling in the awful "brightnesa" of his own 
exceeding glory, yea, " all the tribes of the earth 
shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven, with power and great glory," 
ver. 30. — But " as lightning comkth," so shall 
be HIS coming, quick, sudden, rapid— vision 
cannot follow it. O ! my brethren, thus shall 
be the coming of Christ in His day. Can you 
realize in f^th this lightmng-coming, this 
breaking forth of the Lord from heaven to earth 
in one sudden moment, in one moment of time 
undivided from its fellow- moments by space, 
undistinguished from them by circumstance? 
You have gazed upon an unclouded evening 
sky, and suddenly, in an instant, you have seen 
lightning shoot athwart it without any change 
therein — so shall be the coming of the Son of 
Man in his day. — Or you have beheld the 
heavens and the earth, the trees and the fields, 
man and beast, the winged fowl and the busy in- 
sect, and the cattle on a thousand hills, rejoicing 
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in the bright beams of the Bridegroom- sun, and 

you have seen burst over you a storm of light- 
ning, discharging itself in thunder, which, al- 
though it bad gathered on and rolled on in visible 
preparation, has overtaken you suddenly, be- 
cause the note of it had been unheeded by you, 
or disbelieved in. — So in his day shall be the 
coming of the Son of Man upon a heedless, un- 
believing world, 

O ! when shall that day be ? Nay — it ia not 
given unto man or angel to know. It ia not 
revealed. It is the Father's secret — " the secret 
things belong unto the Lord our God, but those 
things which are revealed belong unto us, and to 
our children for ever," Deut. xxix. 29, The 
signs and preparations, that precede and usher in 
THB Lord's day, are "revealed," and " belong 
unto us and to our children," and the Lord's 
people are brought to " know them," But the 
day itself is Ike Father's secret, because it is 
to come suddenly, and no man is to know it. 
The Father hath put it in his own power. 
So did Christ answer the same question, the 
very hour he left this earth — " it is not for jou 
to know the times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in bis own power," Acta i. 7- 
Then ask not the question. The Father has in 
K mercy and wisdom hidden it from his child. 
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Child of God, hear Christ, and be content to 
watch for the day— Ver. 36, " Of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of 
heaven, but my Father only ; but as the days of 
Noe were, so shall also the cominjg^ of the 
Son of man be. For as in the days that were 
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, 
marr}dng and giving in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered into the ark"— until the very 
day ; no cessation of wickedness, and world- 
Hness and wanton pleasure, no belief in the 
coming judgment, no looking for it— ^n they 
went, poor souls, eating and drinking and 
marrying, merry and lighthearted, smging and 
dancing, blind and heedless, like the moth to 
the candle, imtil the day that Noe entered into 
the ark — ^^ and knew not until the flood came, 
and took them all away." Knew not 1 wretched 
men ! knew not ! Noah, and the seven other 
saved souls knew^ knew it all ** perfectly T But 
they knew not — they cried " peace and safety," 
and so ^* sudden destruction '' came upon them; 
'^ so shall also the coming of the Son of Man 
be." O my soul, what a dreadful truth ! In the 
DAT OF the Lord, shall the quick be so found, 
^'eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage," gay, careless, living in pleasure, 
regardless of eternity, swallowed up in '^all 



that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life," 
1 John ii. 16 — and they will not know until 
THE DAY comes, and the Lord comes, and the 
unsparing vengeance -storm comes, and takes 
them all away. 

Men and brethren, Christ hei'e says, as it was 
in the days before the flood, so shall it be in the 
coming of the Son of Man. Open the Gth 
chapter of Genesis, and there learn the Lord's 
dealings with men in those dajs before the 
flood. " And God saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was 

only evil continually And the Lord 

flaid, I will destroy man, whom I have created, 

from the face of the earth But Noah 

found grace in the sight of the Ijord"— " a 
remnant according to the election of grace," 
Bom. si, 5, was to be preserved, for God had 
from everlasting purposed to form out of men, 
through the blessed Incarnate Son, a church of 
" kings and priests" unto Himself — .... 
" and God s^d imto Noah, the end of all 
flesh is come before me, for the earth is filled 
with violence through them, and behold I will 
_ destroy them with the earth ; make thee an 
H ark .... with thee will I establish my cove- 
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naut, and thou shalt come into the ark, thou, 
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives 
with thee," ver. 5 — 18. The ark was made — it 
took " one hundred and twenty years" in 
making, ver. 3— God sent forth Noah as " a 
preacher of righteousness," for all that space, 
to warn " the world of the ungodly," 2 Pet. 
ii, 5 — Noah preached of the vengeance -flood — 
the building of the ark preached of the ven- 
geance-flood — the " 120 years" of warning and 
preaching passed away — seven souls only 
(Noah was the " eighth person," "2 Pet. ii. 5), 
out of the whole world, believed the preached 
word, and knew the " bringing in of the 
flood." — O hearken. The Spirit of the Lord 
strove with man no longer — ver. 3, "And 
the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all 
thy house into the ark ; of every clean beast 
thou ehalt take to thee by sevens (pairs) 
.... and of beasts that are not clean by two 
(a pair) . . . . of fowls also of the air by sevens 

(pairs) for yet seven days" — seven 

days longer, the ark and its believing inhabi- 
tants shall preach seven more days — " and I 
will (then) cause it to rain upon the earth forty- 
days and forty nights, and every liv 
stance that I have made will I destroy from 
off the face of the earth ; and Noah did accord- 
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nfter seven days^ that the waters of the flood 
were upon the earth • . . . the fountains of 
the great deep were broken up^ and the windows 
of heaven were opened .... and the waters 
prevailed • • • • and the ark went upon the 
face of the waters .... and all flesh died 
that moved upon the earth, both of fowl and 
of cattle, and of beast and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every 
MAi^ . • • • and every living substance was 
destroyed • . « . and Noah only remained 
ALIVE, and they that were with him in the ark/' 
ver. 10—23. 

^' So ALSO SHALL THE COMING OF THE SoN OF 

Man be." The children of God find grace m 
his sight. They shall " know perfectly." An 
^k shall be provided, a refuge, a sanctuary, 
a deliverance, a catching up in the clouds, 
IThess. 4, 17, abiding "under the shadow of 
God's wings," Psalms xvii. 8, Ivii. 1, a shutting 
in of God, Gen. vi. 16 — some safety shall be 
provided. But for ^* the world of the un- 
godly !" They shall know not. They " shall 
say, peace and safety." Warnings of the Lord's 
coming day, preachings of his coming judgment, 
signs of the coming Jesus, shall be given, but they 
shall all be derided, and cast from them . Preach- 
ers of righteousness shall be sent to prepare— 
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I ihe last trumpet shall send forth a note of pre- 
I paration ; but men shall be shut up in self* 
righteousness and self-love, in sin and unbelief, 
in thinking the world and themselves too good 
for the wrath of God, in the " cunningly 
devised fables" of false Gospels and smooth 
propheslers, in eating and drinking, in marrying 
and giving in marriage, until it all gathers into 
' 8 head of proud and wilful ignorance of God's 
word, into one mad and hardened conspiracy 
of NOT KNOWING, Until the Sou of Man comes 
upon them as a thief in the night. Poor, 
wretched, infatuated world ! thou shalt know, 
in that day when suddbn destruction cometh 
upon thee, as travail upon a woman with 
child. 



Brethren, we are, as of old, " foola and slow 
[ of heart to believe all that the Prophets have 
' spoken," Luke xxiv. 25. In mercy to this our 
foolishness. Scripture truth is told and re-told 
to us. — Turn to the corresponding passage 
in the 17th of Luke, which would appear to 
look with a single eye to this day of the 
Lord's coming to judge the qtiick — ver. 20, 

t" And when he was demanded of the Phari- 
lees, when the kingdom of God should come. 



he answered them" — they were carnal, and 
expected nothing but an outward and earthly 
kingdom, and expected it then — " and said, the 
kingdom" — the present kingdom — "of God 
Cometh not with observation" — is for the present 
spiritual, secret, inward, God reigning in the 
hearts of his people, and coming without 
outward observation* — " neither shall they 
say" — as yet — " Lo here, or lo there ! for 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you ; 
and he said unto the disciples" (unto whom 
"it is given to know the mysteries of the 
kingdom of heaven," while to others " it is 
not given," Matt. xiii. 11), " the days will 
come when ye shall desire to see one of the 
days of the Son of Man" — when ye shall 
earnestly long and expect to see one day, the 
first or any " of the days" of the coming of 
Christ in his future and other kingdom, the 
kingdom of glory — " and ye shall not see it" — 
at the time you expect—" and they shall say to 
you, See here, or see there, go not after them, 
nor follow them" — for that other and future 
kingdom, the kingdom of glory, indeed "cometh 
with observation" — " for as the lightning 
that lighteneth out of the one part under bea- 

* " M7 kingdom is not" noir ■' of this world, .... n«v 
ii m}' kingdom DoEfrom hepce," John xriil. 3G. 



Ten, stinetli unto the other part under heaven, 
BO ehall also the Son of Man be in his day." 
" Yes, every eyeshall see him" — observe him — 
" and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in 
the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory," Matt, xxiv, 30, Mark :dii. 26, Luke 
xxi. 27' Jesus said at the bar of the High 
Priest, when death was before hira as a male- 
factor, " Hereafter shall ye see the Son of Man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven," Matt. xxvi. 64, Mark 
xiv. 62—" When the Son of Man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, 
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory," 
Matt. sxv. 31 . He comes in hia kingdom with 
power and great glory, sitting upon the throne 
of his glory, and setting up his kingdom upon 
the ruins of all other kingdoms, when *' sudden 
destruction" in that day of the Lord has 
come upon them. — Daniel speaks of this king- 
dom, and even of its period — " and in the days of 
these Kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed, and 
the kingdom shall not be left to other people, 
but it shall break in pieces, and consume ail 
_ these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever," 
^h Dan. ii. 44 — " 1 saw in the night visions, and 
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behold one like the Son of Man came with the 
clouds of heaven .... and there wae given 
him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom; 
.... his dominion is an everlasting domi- 
nion, which shall not pass away, and hia king- 
dom that which shall not be destroyed," 
vii. 18,14. — Jesus shewed this Idngdom at Ms 
coming to John — " And the seventh angel," the 
" last trump" of Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 52, " sounded, 
and there were great voices in heaven, sayings 
The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ t 
and he shall" now " reign for ever and ever ; 
and the four and twenty elders, which sat 
before God on their scats, fell upun their faces, 
and worshipped God, saying, We give thee 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and" 
wast, and art to come, because thou hast" 
now " taken to thee thy great power, and hast 
reigned; and tlie nations were angry, and thy 
wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that 
they should be judged, and that thou shouldest 
.... destroy them which destroy the earth" 
Rev. xi. 14— 18. 

Go on with the remainder of the passage in 
Luke: Ver. 25 — " But first" — before, long before 
this kingdom of glory — " must he euflfer many 
things, and be rejected of this generation, and" 



I 



4 



1 



— when that kingdom comes, the world shall 

be as it has been before, when the Lord han 

visited it — " as it waa in the days of Noe, so 

shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man ; 

they did eat, they drank, they married wives, 

they were given in marriage, until the day that 

Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came 

and destroyed them air'~0! sinners, again I 

V plead to you this judgment, and say, They 

I were destroyed for their exceeding intolerable 

I wickedness, and yet they went on as gaily and 

I merrily in the midst of it, satisfying every 

' craving of the flesh, as it arose, as if the 

" world of the ungodly" were a pleasant sight 

unto the God of holiness — " likewise" — again, 

I when that kingdom comes, the world shall be 

k as it was at another time, when the Lord 

i visited it with vengeance, — " also as it was in 

the days of Lot, they did eat, they drank, they 

bought, they sold, they planted, they builded, 

but the same day that Lot went out of Sodom, 

it rained lire and brimstone from heaven, and 

destroyed them all — even thus shall it be in the 

day when the Son of Man is revealed." Ah ! 

in THAT DAY, in that judgment on the quick, 

" the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven" 

(which has " received," and now keeps him 

hidden, " until the times of restitution of 



all things," Acts iii. 21), " with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on 
thein that know not God, and that obey not 
the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ," 2 Thess. 
i. 7, 8. 

Men and brethren, Christ says, as it was in 
the days of Lot, so shall it be in his day. 
Turn to the 16th and 19th chapters of Ge- 
nesis, and read the record of the judgment 
upon Sodom, similar unto which will he the 
judgment upon the cursed quick in the day 
of the Lord — " The Lord said, Because the 
cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and he- 
cause their si7i is very grievous, I will go 
down now and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it," xviii. 
20, 21— Abraham, God's " friend," 2 Chroo^ 
sx. 7 (of whom " the Lord s^d, shall I hitloj 
from Abraham that thing which 1 do ?" ver. 17V 
pleaded for the filthy and devoted city on ac- 
count of the Lord's people that might l>e in 
it, and obtained the Lord's promise, that if 
hut ten righteous persons were found therein, 
he would not destroy it, ver. 32 — The Lord 
went down, and fomid not half the ten in all 
the city, and he sent angels to the righteous 
Lot, with a message of warning unto him, but 
of sudden and awful destruction to Sodomj 
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p* we will destroy this place, because the cry 
f them is waxen great before the Lord, and 
the Lord hath eent us to destroy it," xix. 13 — 
Lot took up the message from the angel's 
mouth, and carried it as the Lord's word, and 
preached it—" and Lot went out, and spake 
unto his sons-in-law, which married his daugh- 
ters, and said. Up, get you out of this place, 
for the Lord will destroy this city"— Did he 
prevail? Did he win souls at that awful 
hour?" Nay, read — "but he seemed as one 
that mocked unto his sons-in-law, er 14 — 
the eating and drinking, the buying a d sell ng 
the. planting and building, the grievous s n n I 
the scorn of God, continued, and eien an ongst 

Ibis own kindred, mttil the very jo g of 
destruction — " and when the morning arose, 
then the angels hastened Lot, saying. Arise, 
take thy wife and thy two daughters which are 
here, lest thou he consumed in the iniquity of 
the city ; and while he lingered, the men laid 
hold upon his hand, and upon the hand of his 
wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters, 
the Lord being merciful unto them, and they 
brought him forth, and set him without the 

city," ver. 15, 16 Read on— " The sun 

_ was risen upon the earth when Lot entered 
■ into Zoar" (for the Lord had said, " I cannot 



do any thing till thou be come thither," ver.22.) 
" then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon 
Gomorrah brimstone and fire, from the Lord 
out of heaven, and he overthrew those cities, 
and all the plain, and all the inha,bitants of 
the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground," ver, 23—25—" but Lot's wife" — (for 
the Lord had also said, ver. \7, "escape for thy 
life, look not behind thee ;") — poor soul ! she fled 
in body, but not in heart, and her affections 
were stitl set upon the fleshly good things of 
Sodom — " looked back from behind him, and 
she became a pillar of salt," ver. 26, a sad 
memorial of the fate of a mere outward pro- 
fessor ! 

Sinners of this generation, " BVBN thus shall 
it be in thje day when the Son of man is re- 
vealed," Thousands and tens of thousands of 
living men, eating and drinking, buying and sel- 
ling, planting and building— fluttering, like the 
butterflies in a summer's day, about the perishing 
flowers of a perishing world, — steeping all their 
senses in the earthly business of the passing hour 
— making every thing a business, pleasure, daily 
avocation, necessary labour, natural appetites, 
even " eating and drinking," every thing made a 
business of, and the soul absorbed and quenched 
therein — " whose end is destruction, whose God 



is their belly, whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things !" Phil. ill. 19. The fiirmer 
at his market! the planter with his trees! the 
builder at his house ! tlie tradesman in his shop \ 
the student at his booke ! the reveller at his 
feast ! the gambler at his cards ! the rake at his 
brothel ! the usurer at his gold ! the nobleman at 
his pomp ! the king at his court ! the soldier at 
his blood ! the labourer at hia toil ! the idler at 
his folly ! the drunkard at hia drink 1 the glutton 
at his meat 1 Each at his sin ! Each in his day 
dream ! Each in Mh soul's poison ! — The Lord 
bears it no longer. His mouth has sent forth 
the word of all-desolating vengeance. The ven- 
geance-storm obeys, and gathers and thickens, 
and rolls on, and hangs over. One moment's 
pause — the world is still merry, and laughing, 
and busy, and knows not. One moment's 
pause — the preachers are preaching— perad ven- 
ture the sinners may repent. One moment's 
pause — hark! believers, the pause is for you— 
hark ! " A great sound of a trumpet".— Angels 
are sent with it— The liord can do nothing till 
you are in refuge, behig merciful unto you. See, 
O, see ! — They are gathering together the Son's 
elect, from the four winds, from one endof heaven 
to the other, Matt. xxiv. 31, The gathering ia 
over — all are in safety — not one is forgotten. 



— O! dreadful! The Btorm is bursting — thou- 
sands who began to be gathered have fallen 
back — the last Irump sounds louder and louder 
—the " seventh angel pours out hia vial faster 
and faster," Rev. xvi. 17. O ! dreadful ! 
" voices, and thunders, and lightnings," Rev. 
xvi. 18, in the heavens — " weeping and wailing 
and gnashing of teeth, "on the earth — The storm 
is burst upon the poor guilty world ! Every 
living soul has drank it ! And — O! theorarapo- 
tence of my God, the Son of Man !— the hea- 
vens are passing away with a great noise, and the 
elements are melting with fervent heat, and the 
earth, and all the works that are therein, are 
burning up, 2 Pet. iii, 10 ! 

O ! my brethren, THAT DAY will be a day of 
SEPARATION — instaut and awful separation!— 
"I tell you, in that night" — in that day which will 
be the night of the world — " there sliall be two 
men in one bed ; the one shall be taken and the 
other left — two women shall be grinding to- 
g'ether; the one shall be taken and the other 
left — two men shall be in the field ; the one 
shall be taken and the other left," Luke svii. 
34_36, Matt. xxiv. 40, 41. Of instant and 
awful separation will THAT day be the day! 
Two of a household shall be in one bed, brothers, 
it may be, that have grown up together, eating of 
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the same meat, and drinking of the same cup, 
and lying in the same bosom, 2Sam. xii. 3. — 
two women of one village, aistera in neighbourly 
love and kindness, shall be grinding corn in one 
mill, each for her little ones — two men of the 
same house of worship, dwelling together ax 
brethren^ " in unity," and making their dally 
labour good and pleasant by shiiring it together 
as brethren. Pa. cxxxiii. 1, shall be working in 
one field ;— and " one shall be taken," " caught 
up to meet the Lord in the air," and " the other 
shall be left" to destruction with the devil and 
his angels. O ! then will be the cry to the 
mountains and hills, " Fall on us," " cover us," 
" hide us from the face of Him that aitteth on 
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
for the great day of His wrath Is come," Rev. 
vi. Ifi, 17( Luke xxiii. 30. Then will be the 
cry of the left child to the taken parent, ' O 1 
my father, ! my mother ! take me with thee, 
lake me with thee ' — one look of love and 
pity, seeming to say, ' My poor child, 1 cannot 
save thee, thon wouldest not hearken to me in 
_ the days that are gone' — and the parent is 
^B taken to the Ixird in the air, and the child is 
^K left.l Then will the parent cry to the child, 
^1 '* ! my son, O ! my daughter 1 do not leave 
H me, hide me with thee from thia wrath' — and 
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ihe child will answer, ' My poor father, my 
poor mother, thou wouldeat not listen to m^ 
thou thoughtest me foolish, now I canDot help 
thee, I cannot help thee 1' Then will be the 
bitter cry between the husband and the wife, 
the brother and the aister, the grandmother and 
her child's child, the young man and his beloved 
maiden, as each goes in this hour of eternal se- 
paration, one to theglory of heaven, and the other 
to the damnation of hell ! — Sinner, sinner, trem- 
ble, and believe, and repent — Now is the day 
of grace, free and full, for thee and for thy kin- 
dred! Now is the day of God's justification of 
the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5 ! Behold, now is the 
accepted time ; behold, t\ow is the day of sal- 
vation," 2 Cor, vi. 2. " Believe" now " on the 
Lord Jesus Christ," and now thuu shalt 
"justified," and then " thou shalt be saved." 



Again and again does Christ illustrate the. 
suddenness of his dav. His outward Churcl^ 
Mrhich is none other than the whole world, call- 
ing itself Christian, after his name, is a house- 
hold. In which some of the " servants" are 
" f^thful and wise," and some are " eviUJ' 
Hearken — "If that evil servant shall eay in hife, 
heart. My lord delayeth his coming, and shaH, 
begin to smite his feUow-serrants (the fait 
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and wise), and to eat and driok with the drunken 
(the evil, like himgelf), the lord of that servant 
shall come in a day when he looketh not for bira, 
and in an hour that he is not aware of — aofl- 
DBSLY, SUDDENLY — " and shall cut him asunder 
and appoint him" — no matter for his loud pro- 
fessions of being the lord's servant, and in the 
lord's household — " his portion with the hypo- 
crites; there shall be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth, Matt. xxiv. 45—5 1 .— " The Son of Man is 
as a man taking afar journey. . . -watch ye, there- 
fore, for ye know not when the master of the 
house Cometh .... lest, coming suddenly, he 
find you sleeping; and what I say unto you, 
I say unto all. Watch," Mark xiii. 34—37.* 
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Again,—" Then" at that day, at the day or 
THE Lord, "the kingdom of heaven" shall be as 
a marriage eupper, the Lord as the bridegroom, 

tthe wise virgins as the " elect" among the 
aoiCK, and the foolish virgins as the mere pro- 
fessors — the Lot's wife. " While the bride- 
groom tarried, they all slumbered and slept, 
ind at midnight the cry was made. Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh, go je out to meet him" — 
instantly did they rise — '* and the foolish said 
unto the wise, Give ua of your oil, for our lamps 

I* Alan, Luke xii. 35 — IC, eBpccialljr the tiro last ri:rs?«. 
: 



are gone out"— their oil had not lasted, and 
their lamps were out — they only professed to 
be waiting for the great day — they had never 
had any real heart-faith in the coming of the 
bridegroom. Ah ! eternal is the decree, that " he 
that endurelh tin to the end" — not he tbat sets out 
well, or seems to run well, or to watch well 
for a time — " the same shall be saved," Mark 
xiii. 13. Ever does the believer's confidence 
rest upon God, ever does it look unto the end, 
" being confident of this very thing, that he 
which hath begun a good work in us will per- 
form it DNTIL TSB DAY OS JeSUS ChRIST," 

Phil. i. 6 — " we are made partakers of Christ, if 
we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast 
unto the end," Heb. iii, 14. — " Give us of youroil," 
said the foolish virgins ; " but the wise answered, 
saying, not so, lest there be not enough for us 
and you" — Poor things! what with the world, 
the flesh and the devil, and their own evil heart, 
they had scarcely enough of faith for themselves ; 
and, although they had enough to know at the 
first sound that it was the Lord's chariot wheel, 
and at the first blaze that it was the Lord'a 
glory, they had none to spare — " but go ye, 
rather," said they, " to them that sell, and buy 
for yourselves, and while they went to buy" — 
and to enquire, it may be, of ministers and pro- 
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IfesBora, what means that " sign in heaven," 
the herald- appearance of the Son of Man, 
Matt. xxiv. 30 — "the hridegroom came" — at 
that moment of doubt and unprepared eeeking, 
did the bridegroom come—" and they that were 
ready went in with him to the marriage, and the 
door was shut; afterward came alao the other 
virgins" — when they believed, like the devils, 
and trembled, James ii, 19, and believed not be- 
cause of faith in God's word, but because of faith 
in their own eyesight, not becanae God had sud 
it, but because they saw it — saying, " Lord, Lord, 
open to U9, but he answered and said. Verily, I 
say unto tod, I know you not. Watch, thehe- 
FOBB, for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of Man cometh." 

O, my brethren, hear me — of what is the 
withering professor made, the stony- ground 
hearer, Matt. siii. 5, 20, 21, the castaway, 1 Cor. 
ix. 27, at the last ? He is a self-made, a man- 
made, believer. He runs when the Lord haa 
not sent him. He comes when the Lord has not 
called him. Of what is he bom ? " Of blood," 
a Christian by parentage, because his father 
was one before him — or " of the will of the 
flesh," a Christian, by and according to his own 
carnal will — or " of the will of man," a Chris- 
tian, by the "enticing words of man's wisdom," 
c 4 
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2 Cor. xxi. 4. Now I read, that the sont of 
God are born of none of this, but " of God," 
John, i. 13. I read — " it is not of him thai tuiU- 
eth, nor of him that runneth, but of God, that 
sheweth mercy," Rom. ix. 16. I read — " all 
that the Father halh given me shall come to 
lue," John vi. 37* I read — "if the Son shijl 
make yon free, ye shall be free indeed" John 
viii. 36, I read — " every plant, wfdcfy my 
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up," Matt. xv. 13. 1 read — "no man 
can say that Jesus is the Lord, hut by the Holy 
Ghost," 1 Cor. xii. 3. I read, that saved men 
are " born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which 
liveth and abidelh for ever," 1 Pet. i. 23. I 
read, that Jesus says of them, " they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hand ; my Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all, and tione is able to pluck them out of my 
Fathers hand," John x. 28, 29. — Sure, as sure 
as God, is the truth, that salvation is all of 
grace ; from the first to the last in God — from 
predestination to glorification, " whom He did 
predestinate, them he also called, and whom be 
called, them he also justified, and whom he 
juetified, them he also glorified, Rom,viii.30* — 
■ See nlao I Pet. i. 5. 
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and from the first to the last in man — from 
the work upon bis will, " it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and do of hia 
good pleasure," Phil. ii. 13, to saving faith, " by 
grace are ye saved, through fdtb, and that not 
of yourselves, it is the gift of God," Ephea. 
ii.8. May we say — " Blessed," yes, for ever, 
" blessed be theGod and Fatberof our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according 
as he bath CHOSEN us in him blfore thk 

FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, that We should 

be holy and without blame before him in 
love; having predestinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ unto him- 
self, according to the good pleasure of his 
will, to the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved, in whom we have redemption through 
bis blood, the forgiveness of sins, accord- 
ing to the riches of his grace," Kphes. i. 
3-7. 



Ag^. — The dav of the Lord will not 
only come as at " midnight," but tvill come also 
" asa snare." " Take heed," siys the Lord, "to 
yourselves, leat at any time your hearts be over- 



charged with surfeitlnga, and drunkenness, and 
cares of this life, and so that day come upon 
you unawaree," Lukexxi. 34 — that day, which 
has for its bud the destruction of Jerusalem (as 
in Matt, xxiv.), but for its full blossom the 
judgment of the quick — " for as a s?iare shall 
it come on all them that dwell on the face of 
the whole earth"— they expect it not, they are 
blind, and do not see it coming, or surely it 
would not come upon them as a snare, " sure- 
ly in vain the net ia spread in the sight of any 
bird," Prov.i. 17 — "watch ye, therefore, and 
pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to 
escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of Man," vec. 
35, 36. 
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Again: — When our blessed Lord ascended to 
the Father, an earnest was gi?en of the sud- 
denness of his return, in the suddenness of his 
departure. First, read the Apostles' question 
to him on that day — " When they were come ^| 
together, they asked him, saying, Lord, wilt ^| 
thou at this time restore again the kingdom to 
Israel?" Acts i. 6. 

Reader, Christ will restore the kingdom 
to Israel at his return. At his "revelation, 
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1 Pet. i, 13, " when he shall be revealed 
from heaven," 2 Thesa, i. 7, the promises 
of the kingdom to the Hebrews, running 
through all the Old Testament prophecies, will 
be fullilled, but not until then, not until the 
Hebrews bow down before him with conversion, 
and faith, and repentance, as their King and 
Saviour; and never will that be until they see 
Mm in hifi glorious manifestation. — " Behold be 
Cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see 
him, and they also which pierced him," John 
in Rev. i. 7- — "And so all Israel shall he 
saved, as it is written (in Isa. lix. 20), "There 
shall come out of Zion the Deliverer, and shall 
turn away ungodliness from Jacob," Paul in 
Rom. xi. 26. — "And I will pour upon the 
house of David, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
salem, the spirit of grace and supplication, and 
they shall look upon me whom they have 
pierced, and they shall mount for bim as one 
mourneth for bis only son, and shall be in bit- 
terness as one that is in bitterness for his first- 
born . . . in that day* there shall be a fountain 
opened to the House of David, and to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for un- 
cleanness," Zech. xii. 10 — xiii. 1. — " Repent 

* Read tbe ebapter itself for a.a account of the ilaj' of re- 
■toralioD uf tbe kingdom to Israel. 



ye, therefore, and be converted, that your sink 1 
may be blotted out, tchen the times of refresh^ 1 
itig shall come from the presence of the Lord, 
and he shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you, whom the heavens 
must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath Bpoken by the mouth 
of all bis holy prophets since the world began," 
Peter's sermon to the Jews, Acts iii. 19 — 21,. i 
But it was not for the Apostles then to know' 1 
the time of this restoration — " and he said unto i 
them, it is not for you to know the times and A 
the seasons which the Father hath put in his 
own power, but ye shall receive power"— 
spread abroad my spiritual kingdom among j 
men — " after that the Holy Ghost is come upoa 
you, and ye" — and your successors, to the end \ 
of the world. Matt, xxvii, 20 — "shall be wit*- | 
nesses unto me" — unto my life and death, and | 
resurrection, and coming again, and unto my 
love, and grace, and power, and mercy, and ' 
glory — " both in Jerusalem, and in Jiidea, and ^ 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth;* and when he had spoken these ( 

■ According lo tlie Lord's word before his di.'at!i, in Matt; 
xxiT. 14, where he snyB, " and thia gospel of the biugdoiD ' 
shall be prenched in all the world for a \rjtness" ui 
•■ QDto all ualioos, and tjibn" — when a witneaa unto 
been girea aato all uatiOD* — " iliall the cod come." 



things, while they beheld, he was taken away, 
and a cloud received him out of their sight; 
and while they looked stedfastly toward heaven, 
aa he weut up" — astonished aud marvelling — 
" behold two men (angels) stood by them in 
white apparel, which also said, ye men of Ga- 
lilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? 
this same Jesus, which ia taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen him go into heaven," Acts i. "J—W. 

In all scriptural probability, the Lord will 
return in all points and circumstances as he 
went, will " so come in like manner" in alt things 
as he waa taken away—" the same Jesus," 
Jesus in the same body, John xx. 27, Phil, 
iii. 21 — in a cloud. Matt. xxvi. 64 — accom- 
panied by angels, 2 Thess. i. 7 — to the same 
place, Zech. s.iv. 1, 4. * But the point be- 
fore us is the unexpected suddenness of his 
coming. In that point also he " shall so come 
in like manner as he weut." — " And when he 
had spoken these things, while they beheld, he 
was taken up," ver. 9 ; \\hile they were listen- 
ing to the gracious words that proceeded out of 
his mouth, and while they were beholding his 

■ <' Behold the day of ibe Lord cometh . . . , and Lis feet 
■hsll tUod in tliat (lay upon ttie Mount if Otivci, wliicli is be- 
fors Jeroaalviiii" 
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gTEkcious countenance, as he spoke these things, 
lie was tdken up from them — even in their very 
act of listening, in their very act of beholding. — 
To the wicked uiiexpecting generation he shall 
come suddenly, and without their having the 
least knowledge of his comingj or of the herald- 
signa of it; but even to his expecting and 
waiting people, and with all their preparatory 
and perfect knowledge of the characters of his 
DAY, shall he come as suddenly. To all the 
whole world, and all the generations of it, his 
coming shall he *'as a thief in the night." But 
with this blessed distinction — that while uis 
DAY shall come with the sudden and unescape- 
able destruction of a thief in the night to the 
unbelieving and unwatching world, it shall 
come to his people wil/i the suddenness, but 
shall not overtake them with the destruction 
of the thief in the night. They believe — that 
is their peculiar diHtinetive character — faith is 
the token, like the passover-blood in Egypt, 
for which, upon whomsoever the Lord seea it, 
he will pass over them when he smites the 
earth, Exod. xii. 13 — faith is " the seal of the 
living God," sealing the servants of God in 
their foreheads, when the angels issue forth to 
"hurt the earth, and the sea, and the treeB," 
Rev. vii. 2, a. They believe. They believe in 
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God's everlasting word. They believe that 
" heaven and earth shall pass away, but" that 
■ Christ's " words shall not pass away," Luke 
-xxi. 33. They believe all the words of Christ, 
of the (lod-man Christ, every one of them — 
all that witness to his future coming, as well 
as all that witness to his past — all that spealc 
of his future revelation from heaven, as well 
as iiil that spealc of his past manifestation in 
the flesh. They believe in his appearing, and 
therefore wait for it. They believe in the re- 
vealed signs of hia appearing, and therefore 
watch for them. And they are found in that 
great and awful day, believing, praying, watch- 
ing, waiting, ready for the kingdom of glory — 
Reader, mayest thou be one of them ! 



Open your Bible at I Tbess. v., where the 
Apostle gives us the same character of the dav 
OF THE Lord, and so clearly displays its awful- 
in ■ reference to an unexpecting and perish- 
ing world. The Holy Ghost is teaching us, in the 
preceding chapter, through the Apostle, what is 
the hope of the believer, whether quick or dead, 
at the coming of the Lord Jesus, Of the dead 
believers, he says, " them which sleep in Jesus 
will God bring with him," adding, that the 
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believers, " which are alive at the coming 
of the Lord ehall not prevent" — shall not come 
to him iefore — " them which are asleep," but 
that, upon the Lord's descending from heaven 
with the trump of God, " the dead in Christ 
shall rise^rjs;," 1 Thess. iv. 14—16. Of the 
auicK BELiBvEHs he sajs, they " shall be 
caught up together with them," the risen saints, 
" in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air," ver. fl 
1" — then undergoing that certain, although in- J 
conceivable change (similar, it may be, in its 
effects upon their earthly tabernacle, to thechange 
the dead believer has passed through), which the 
Holy Ghoat tells us in Paul's Phil. iii. 20, 21, 
will be the change of their " vile body, 
it may be fashioned like unto" the Lord's i 
" glorious body," when he comes from heaven, 
and which, he tella us, in 1 Cor. xv. 52, will be ^ 
effected " in a moment, in the twinkling of an i 
eye, at the last trump," .... when "the dead \ 
shall be raised incorruptible, and we" — the b 
j-iftviNG QUICK — "shall he changed." So shall i 
they " ever be with the Lord," now rendered 
" meet" in body aa well as soul " to be par- j 
takers of the inheritaace of the saints in light,^ J 
Col. i. 12. 

This day, so glorious and bleueed to th$ ' 
believer, quick or dead, presents an aspect i 
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of inexpressible awfulness to the unbelieving 
world. Read — " The day of the Lord so cometh 
as a thief in the night, for when they eball 
say, Peace and safetj', then" — even then, at 
that moment of fancied security and Houl-aleep- 
ing and walking after their own Insts, and 
when perhaps a devilish scoff is going up to 
heaven with the recorded taunt of unbelief, 
" where is the promise of his coming ?" 2 Pet, 
iii. 3. — " THBN sudden deslritction cometh 
upon them, as travail" — as surely and certainly 
as travail cometh — " upon a woman with child, 
and THBY SHALL NOT jiscAPE." They may have 
heard of this day. They may know, in a sense, 
that it niil come. But, as this oav is an object, 
not of sigtit but of faith, and as they reverse 
the believer's walk, walking, not by faith hut 
by sight 2 Cor. v. 7> they will have no be- 
lief in its coming upon them. — Upon this point, 
too, there runs a distinction through this pas- 
sage. Believers are said to " knoio per- 
fectly" this thief-like character of thk Lord's 
DAY. The unbelieving worid knows it vaguely, 
indistinctly, loosely, imperftclhj — believers 
know it perfectly, assuredly, clearly, distinc- 
tively, as regards its character. O ! ainnera 
mark, for your souls' sake mark, the " they,' 
the widely and awfully distinguishing " they 
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a:id mark bow the diatinction issues; " they* | 
shall say, peace and safety"— and when they 4 
shall have so said in blindness and unbelief, ' 
nay, in the midst of their so aaying-i-" Them-- 
xuddun destruction cometh upon them, .... 
and they shall not escape."— To the awful- 
ness and certainty of these words, no words 
of mine can add. Believers, to you they are 
a token and seal of your Lord's providential I 
love to you, and watchfulness over you at J 
THAT DAY. Unbelievers, to you they are i 
token and seal of the Lord's wrath and veifc 
geance at that day. 



Open at another description of that DAr,*l 
involving in it fearful suddenness. You will 1 
6nd it in 2 Peter iil. Read for the present J 
ver. lO; " But"— Peter is delivering a truth i 
from the Holy Ghost against the cavils of J 
unbelievers — " but," he says, " the day of the I 
Lord ivill come as a thief in the night, in the__ 
which the heavens shall paaa away with . 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with' I 
fervent heat, the earth also and the worka 1 
that are therein shall be burned up."— Reader, I 
I dare not touch, or amplify these awful ] 
words — I say, as of old, unto God, " my fl' 



treinbleth at them, and I am afraid of thy 
judgiiienta," Paalm cxix. 120. But I ask thee, 
dost thou believe any part of God's word, 
the Bible — and not believe this ? Dost thou 
believe that thou art a sinner, Rom. iii. 23 — 
V. 12, and wast born in sin, Psalm li. 5— that 
" death hath passed upon all men," Rom, 
V. 12— and that " Christ came into the world 
to save sinners," 1 Tim. i. 15 ? Dost thou be- 
lieve, that " it is appointed unto men once 
to die," Heb. ix. 27, or any other truth of 
God in the book of God — and dost thou dis- 
believe this P Look at the words one by one 
in their divine simplicity, and ask thyself the 
question, " The day of the Lord will come 
as a thief in the night, in the which the 
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, 
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up." — What day of the Lord ? 
What so sudden day ? What so awful day ? 
O ! read the 7th verse, " the heavens and 
the earth which are now, by the same word are 
kept in store, reserved unto fire against thk 

^L DAV OP JDDGMBNT AND PERDITION OF UN- 

H GODLY MEN.." O! believe it, believe it. Tub 
H DAY OF THE LofiD, the day of the dissolution of 
^M this heaven and earth, the day of the end of 
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this world, the day of the judgirient upon the 
QUICK, blessed and cursed, the day of per- 
dition of ungodly men, are one day, and it 
shall come upon all the inhabitants of the 
world as a thief in the night. i^ 



Brethren, there is a pa3sage in the Word, in 
which Christ has placed his day in a cluster of 
signs that are to usher it in. It isRev.xvi.15 — 
** Behold, / come as a thief J' — I speak not of 
the^^^ of his coming in this exhortation, for 
it has not been ray purpose, neither shall I no w^ 
excepting so far as the signs in the passage be- 
fore us interweave themselves with the sud- 
denness of the Lord's coming to judge thjs 

QUICK. 

The Lord will restore the kingdom to Israel 
when the " fulness of the Gentiles is come in^" 
Rom. xi. 26 — when the *Himes of the Gentiles 
are fulfilled," Luke xxi. 24 — when every elect 
pre-ordained soul in the Gentile dispensation 
shall have been born in the flesh, and quickened 
in the spirit, and prepared for glory — when all 
of that world or dispensation for which Chrifit 
died, whose names were written in the Lamb's 
Book of Life, Rev. xxi. 27, at the time the Lamb- 
made up his Book, shall have been washed in 



B blooJ. That will be at his coming to judge 
^^QE QUICK of the whole Gentile world, when the 
Book of thia dispensiition closies, and the dig- 
penaution pastteB away, amidiit the perdition of 
every ungodly man, woman, and child therein. 
One of the signs, therefore, that will precede 
and usher in the day of thk Lord, is a prepa- 
ration to bring back the Jews to their old land, 
ud restore the kingdom to them, op rather, per- 
haps, the bringing of them there preparatory to 
the restoring of the kingdom to them — and at 
whatever period, and in whatever way. the an- 
cient people of God hegiu* to he gathered 
into their ancient land, believers may lift np 
their heads, and most assuredly look for the 
drawing near of their redemption. — This sign ia 
given in the 12th verse, and is broken indeed 
into two parte ; hut I only take the latter part, 
because of its connexion with the preceding il- 
lustration of Acts i.~" and the sixth angel 
poured out his vial upou the great river Eu- 
phrates, and the water thereof was dried up, 
that" — in order that — "the way of the Kings of 
tkeEicut might be prepared." A judgment, a vial- 
judgment, the last judgment but one, is poured 

* " Aad wben theae things btgin to come to pass, then 
look up, and lift up ^our beads, far j'our redemptioti dmweth 
DiDh,"Lukexii. 36. 
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out, to make a way For the restnratiOD of Israel 
to their country, and of their country to Isrucl ; 
and it will go on with its preparatorj' work, and 
thereBtoratioiioftheJewswillgoon with iVs pre- 
paratory work, until that point of time and event 
and circumstance, at which all shall be wound 
tip at once and together in the coming of the 
Lord. 

In the meanwhile, other and various }pre- 
paEfttory works are going on in the world, all 
gravitating to the same common centre, and 
all ending in the sanne common period of time. 
One is the preparatory work of universal wick- 
edness, making the world ripe for the judgments 
of the coming Lord. This will bi; iffected in 
t :ie n^idst of a great form of godliness and seem- 
ing zeal for the gospel, 2 Tim. iii. 1 — 8 — and 
whenever the "not enduring of sound doctrine," 
and the " having of a form of godliness and de- 
nj'ing the power thereof," shall be found mixed 
up with great wickedneas, egpecially that mon- 
strous wickedness against God of which men 
think so lightly, of not believing Him, the Lord's 
" hidden ones," Ps. Ixxxiii. 3, may certainly 
look up, and expect that their redemption draw- 
i-th near. — Tliis sign of preparation, broken into 
three parts, is given in verses 13, 14 — 
" and I saw three unclean spirits, like frogs, 
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L ^vovae out of the mouth of the dragon, and out 
'of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet." I do not stop to 
speak distinctively of the dragon, or the beast, 
or the false prophet. Their works are, in tlieir 
operation and issue, one preparatory work — 
three streams, gathering at last into one river. 
They are separately, each in his vocation, but 
t*^ether, all in their effects, to mould the world 
into one leaven of unbelief and wickedness, so 
that the day op the Lokd shall be righteously 
and justly a day of deslniction, in its most 
atirful form, suddenness. — " For they are the 
epiritE of devils, working miracles, which go 
forth onto the kingtt of the earth and of the 
whole world, to gather them to the battle of 
that GBBAT DAY* of God Almighty. Behold" — 
at that instant of time, at that crowning point 
bf sin, at that triumph of the devil over 
his world — " I come as a thief" — auddeajy, 
withont farther warning, with unmerciful ven- 
geance — " and the seventh angel" pours " out 
his vial into the air" — into the whole world, 
whereverair is floating—" and there" cornea " a 
great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the 
throne, saying. It is done," ver- 17. — O ! in the 
hour when Christ made " his soul an offering for 
"poured it out unto death," la, liii. 10, 
'd 2 
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12, Ue cried on earth from the cross, "it is 
finished," John xix. 30, the work of redemption 
is finished — in the hour when he shall pour 
men's souls out unto death, for despising the 
offering he made for sin, a voice from the thr6ne 
in heaven shall cry, " it is done," all is done, 
the work of wrath is done. At that hour, 
Christ, the King and JdOge, completes atid 
closes up the work of redemption, which Christ 
the Saviour finished on the cross for all who 
love him, by a work of vengeance on all who 
love him not. For it was decreed from the foun- 
dation of the world, when the Lamb was slain, 
Rev. xiii. 8, 1 Pet. i. 19,20— and it is written in 
the Lamb's Gospel of Salvation, that " if any 
man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he shall be 
accursed when the Lord comes to judg- 
ment," 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 

The Jjord comes at the end of this preparatory 
work of the unclean spirits, and the specific issue 
of it is the gathering of the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world, as the prominent and 
representative actors among men, to the battle 
of that GREAT DAv of God Almighty, The 
fearful controversy between God and man, 
which has been going on ever since the flood, 
is uniformly described at last to end in a visible 
demonstration of warfare in an array of battle. 



BB \i the cloaing crash of the world were to be 
amidiit mail's most devilish inatriimenta of enh 
man's puny mockenes of the Lord's thunders 
and lightnings.* The Lord cornea as a thief- 
comes with the battle of the kings gathered in 
war against the Lamb, to overcome them as 
LoHit or LORDS and King of kings, Rev. xvii. 
14, 3cix. 16 — comes wilh the completion of the 
in-gathering of the Jews to their God-promised 
land, as the same sdfrkmb Lord and King, to 
reign in Mount Sion and in Jerusalem, and be- 
fore his ancients gloriously. Is. xxiv. 23 — comes 
upon the victims of the unclean spirits, the un- 
clean inhabitants of the unclean earth, in the 
hour of their more than midnight sleep, wherein 
their drunken dream ia busy with images of 
men and women, stringing life's tinsel heads for 
years and years to come ! Poor devoted world ! 
The Lord has spoken — and they do not hear. The 
Lord has written — and they do not believe. 
The Lord has revealed — and they do not under- 
stand. The Lord has hung up signs and tokens 
—and they do not see. Upon them is accom- 
plished the Lord's word, " / will make drunk 
her (Babylon's) princes, and her wise men, her 
captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men, 

• Rev. itir. 14~iii. U— M, Joe! iii. 2,12—16, Zeo!.. 
r, la. of BabfloD the Ifpp, pa$nm. 
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ailtf they shall sleep it perpetual sleep, and not 
tpiake^ to see and understand and know, ^*saittithe 
ton^,whbsenamei8 the Lord of Hosts," Jer.li. 57. 
~iaLna that other word, " Yt^a, the stotk in the 
heavens knoweth her appointed times, and tTie 
turtle and the crane and the swallow observe the 
time of their coming, but my people,'^ my "ptd- 
f(bs(sing, covenanted, baptized, outwardly-Joinl^d 
jieople, ** know not the judgment of the LorSj* 
Jer. viiii 7- — and that other word, ** Lord, 
wliei thintj hand is lifted up they mil not Art?, 
btit they iUALL see/* Is. xxvi. 11. — and that^ 
other Word, they ^* kneto'not until the flodd 
cktde^hd took them all away,*^ Matt, xjcir. 30. 
-*^and that other word, " as a snare sliall it cbbte 
btl all them thiat dwell on the face of the 
•A?hoJ^ 6arth,'* Luke xxi. 35.-^and that other 
^Ord, speaking for the thousandth time, and 
setting forth in the thousandth form the Lbt^dTs 
eternal purpose of sudden bursting in tipoii 'a 
devil-possessed world, ** this iniquity shall be to 
you as k breach ready to fall y swelling out in b 
high wall, whose breaking cometh suddenly y at 
an instant y hie shall break it as the breaking of 
{he potter's vessel that is broken iii pieces^ * he 
$halt not spare, so that there shall hot foe foQnd 
in the bursting of it a sherd to take fire from the 
hearlh or to take water withal out of the J)IV 
Is. XXX. 13, 14. 



1 well, fatally well, will the unclean spirits 
do the work givea them to do. The work is to 
be a perfected completed wiekednesEj baged 
upon blindness and unbelief aad scorn of God, 
and reaching to all the ends of the earth, and 
from one end of heaven to the other j nay, 
CO mm uni eating defilement in the Lord's eyes to 
the material creation, and provoking vengeance 
even upon it. Again does God act, as if he 
held it accursed for man's sake, as he did in the 
days of the Adam-fall, when he said, " cursed 
is the ground for thy sake," Gen. iii. 17 — and 
as in the days of Noah, when he naid, " the 
earth is filled with violence through them, a^, 
behold, I will destroy them wilk ihe earth" 
Gen. vi. 13. — " By the word of God," says 
Peter in his detail of the L#ord's winding up, 
" the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water, 
whereby the world, that then was, being over- 
flowed with water, perished ; but the heavejis 
and the earth which are now, by the same word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
■ men," 2 Pet. iii. 5—7 ; see also ver. 10—12, 
H " The earth" says Isaiah, in his description of 
H the day of the Lord, " is defiled under the in- 
H habitants thereof .... therefore hath the 
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curse devoured the earth .' . . . tbe earth' is 
clean dUsolyed, the earth is moved exceed- 
ingly, the e»rtli shall reel to and fro lilce a 
drunkard, and shall be removed like a cottage,' 
and the transgression thereof shall be heavy 
upon it, and it shall fall, and not rise agtiin," 
Isa. nxw. 5, 6, 19, 20. "Thus saith the Lord 
of Hosts," says Haggai, in his prophecy of 
Israel's "Desire" coming, as King and Prietft, 
" to sit and rule tipon his throne" Zech. ri. 13, 
In the Temple at Jeruaalem at His Day, ** yet 
once, it is a little while, and I will shuke the 
heavens and the earth and the sea and the 
dry land, and I will shake all nations, and the 
desire of all nations shall come, and I will lill 
this house with glory, aaith the Lord of HoetSj" 
Hagg. ii. 6, 7- " But now," says Paul, in his 
illustration of this prophecy of Haggai's. "he 
hath promised, saying, Yet once more, I shake 
not the earth only, but also heaven, and this 
word. Yet once more, signifieth the removing of 
those things that are shaken, as of things thi 
are made," Heb. xii. 26, 27-* 



• See olsn Pinlm cil. 26, 27, laa. Ii. C— Sure i[ U thnt the 
materiHl creatinD, alcbougli, like the liuman, eternal, abiding 
for erer, Ecclc«. L 4, eitHliliabed For ever, Psilin iKXriii. 69, 
not to be removed in if< ftntniatumi for evet, Faalm civ. 5, 
ibdl )^t, like tbe homsD, " bt changed," Psalm cit, 2C, 
Bcb. !■ 11— «ad, like tbe laidts at tbe hnDiaa wbo 
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Well, I say, will the three unclean spirits do 
the work given them to do— the work of pre- 
pEuing the world by wickedness for the judg- 
ments prepared for it, of making "the vessels 
of wrath titled to destruction," Rom. ix. 22, fit 
by iniquity far the destruction. 0! most 
awful is this view of the righteons vengeance of 
God I A day of slaughter, and the world fat- 
tened for the slaughter, Ezek. xxxix. 18, 19, 
Rer. xix. 17, 18 ! A day of wrath-harvest, and 
the world ripened for the sickle, Joel iii. 13, 



its inbsbiten, ahall be renaoed in the chaage, parifini by dis- 
Hilucioii re-creBted by tbe process of deitruction, receiriai; 
iU part iu the " realitutiaa of all (hiap" at the scadiag of 
Jesiis Clirist. Sn Is it writtco of in I<n. li*. 17, vherelbe 
Lord g\yt* the pnuniie, ■■ iMhold, I create iua> beaxeiu and 
a ueic earlh"f — ojid in Puler, 2 Eph. iii. 13, where be claims 
tbe [.oril'd promise for bctieren, " aeTerlbclcsB," HLlbou|;b the 
old nrr pasted away, ■■ at, sccordtng- to hia promise, look fir 
new keaneat mid a oeio eurlt, vberein dwelleth rightrotutieaa"-- 
andin Panl, Rom.viii.l!), 2l,22,wberehedcscribes thir malerinl 
and lower-animal creation as wailing for the Lord's proroiie, 
" the earnnt etpectatiun of the creatare (creation) waiHdi 
for tbe maaifeitatioa of the aana of God • — because the 
crcafure itaeff alto shall be deliverrd /ram the bondage iff cor- 
ruption into the glariovi liberty ff tbe children of God, for wc 
know that the whole creation groanelh, and trsTailutli in pain 
iogether nnlil now"— and in John, Rer. i»i. 1, where he 
foresees and forcaheiri the fiiltilment to It of the Lord's 
promtso, " and I saw a new heaven and a new enTth, for the 
int buren and first earth were paased away." 

t See also chap. Ixri. 22- li. 16, ^| 
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HeV. kit; is * A day of binding in bundles Mid 
burning, and the world in all green and freab 
maturity ready for the reapers, Malt. xiii. 30 1 
Fattened, ripened, made ready, by the God of 
this world, and his devilish spirits ! O I well 
has Satan vindicated his never- steeping claim to 
dominion over the men of this, his world ! well 
has he exercised his sovereignty over tbem ! 
Well has he monhled them in his image ! Weil 
has he prepared them for his kingdom of bell' — 
" hell hath enlarged her mouth without m^- 
sure !" well have the unclean spirits, the 
vil's angels, done his bidding— men's "gli 
and their multitude and their pomp, and 'be' 
that rejoiceth, shall descend into it," Isa. v. 14. 
O ! well have the unclean spirits filled hell ! 
O ! well will they feed with wicked and cursed 
men, the everlasting fire of hell prepared for 
the devil aud his angels. Matt. xsv. 41 ! 

Reader, this work of wickedness will, nay, 
must, be based upon blindness and unbelief 
and scorn of God's word. It is the way Satan 
always takes to make and keep men wicked, and 
with a hundred-fold greater power and cunning 
will he take it, when he gets near the consum- 
mation of his deviliali triumph over poor man. 
If men could see, and believe, and reverence 
God, men would be delivered from their si 
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Ahd from Satan, But Satan kef ps them blind, 
unbelieving, and Bcorners of God'a uord, and 
BO keeps them, like himself, wicked. In, the 
last days they will have grown into perfect de- 
vUishneas, into the meaenre of the stature of 
the fulness of Satan, in unbelief and scorn, and 
enuiily towards God. O ! hearken unto God — 
" if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are 
lost, in whomtheGodof this world hath bli n ded 
the minds of them which believe not, lest the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is 
the image of God, should shine unto them," 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. When the Lord comes, the 
light of bis glorious Gospel will be shining as 
brightly as ever unto them which believe, but 
will be hid to them that are lost. The aaving 
truths of the Gospel of grace, that shine in the 
glorious light of a dying and risen Saviour, of a 
justifying Saviour, of a free-grace Saviour of 
poor sinners, will all be hid to them that are 
lost — held, it may be, in creed, professed in 
word, acknowledged in ordinances, by thou- 
sands and tens of thousands, but hid to them in 
their glorious soul-saving power. And so will 
the saving truths of the Gospel of the coming 
kingdom be hid to them that are lost— to all of 
them, professors of the Gospel of grace, or un- 
believers in the Gospel of grace. When the 



Lord comes, the World of lost men -will bfe 
blinded in unbelief and scorn of God's word. 
When tlie Lord conies, lie will send thick and 
fost his preparatory herald-eigns. Men will 
see the Jews gathering in to their ancient land — 
and will take no note of it, or pass it by, or 
reject it in scorn, as a herald-sign of his commg. 
They will see ihe work of the three unclean 
Eplrits doing around thcni on all sides, sin and 
wickedness abonnding in exceeding sinfutneSB— 
fulse Christs, false prophets, false gnspels, false 
preachers, the grace of God turned into llcen- 
tioUBncBs, the truth of God held in unrigh- 
teousness, men given over to a strong delu- 
sion to believe a tie, and all of it, and espe- 
cially the lie, covered wiih a form of godliness, 
a seeming setting forth and believing of Christ 
crucified — and yet they will not understand it as 
a preparatory token of the Lord's coming. They 
ivill see this universal wickedness, blindness, 
nnbcllef, falseness, and scorn of God's word, 
headed up into that daring consummation of 
hatred and rebellion against God, that legion- 
ain, " the war with the Lamb," Rev. xvii. 14, 
in the " battle," to which they are "gathered" 
for slaughter, "of that great day of God Al- 
mighty," Rev. xvi. 14 — and yet they will neither 
perceive in it any lineaments of its devilish C 
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rnyter, nor perceive it as leading on to the 
Lord's breaking forth upon the world. They 
TFiU see around them, one by one, one by one, 
»U the other things and events and oircum- 
etances, which the Lord has revealed in hits 
word, as the be raid -signs and preparatory 
works, speeding on his vessel — and yet they 
will not acknowledge one of them, as bringing 
in the Lord in its appointed track. — So, even so, 
in the midst of the completion of all his fore- 
running tokens, of the gathering of all his 
warning words and revealed signs into one 
body of fulfilment, will the Lord come upon a 
bKnd and wicked and unbelieving generation, 
witli'AUDiiEN DESTRUCTION, as a thief in the 
night. 



uhiu, 

'lOod's judgments, whether upon the world, 
or upon nations, or upon individuals, or upon 
one sinner in liis day, have always come upon, 
and because of, and in the midst of, unbelief 
of Him and his word and his ministers. He 
speaks in his Providence — his word speaks — 
his ministers speak — and all are disbelieved of 
man, and God judges man for his unbelief, 
not so much for his outward actings of sin, 
as for the inward root of it, unbelief of Himself 
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and bis word and bis mioisters. It alwaya 
was 1 80— ►it al^^ys is so-it always will b^ #a, 
even to the cmd of the world, when it will bft 
a wfuUy and visibly so. 

; Run through the Bible from the first ddf^a 
to the last, and you will find it so. 

God bad said to the first man io the garden^ 
** in. the day that thou eatest^' of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, ^' thou ^balt 
surely die"'— the serpent^ the devil, said, ^ j» 
shall not surely die.'' Man believed the d^ii, 
and disbelieved God, acted upon his unbelief 
of God, and took and eat-*God judged him 
for his unbelief and the aet which sprung from^ 
it, /and the judgment was death| Gen. ii«: I7i 
iii. 4, &c. 

After the fall, God issued his decree, o^ 
rather made known his covenant for man, that 
** without shedding of blood there is no rc^- 
mbsion," Heb. ix, 22. Cain disbelieved, th^ 
word» and ^' brought of the fruit of the ground 
an offering unto the Lord" — '' unto Cain 
and his offering,'' the Lord '^ had not respect ;" 
hence Cain's subsequent sin, and the JLord's 
subsequent judgment. Gen. iv« 3, 5, &c. 

The . *' world of the ungodly" before the 
flood disbelieved God's word and Noah, the 
preacher of it — the inhabitants of Sodom be^ 



lieved not the Lord's word from Lot, the 
preacher of it ; — and the judgments came, sure 
and certain types of the judgments to come, 

The Lord multiplied his signs and wonders 
in the land of Egypt, and sent his word and 
ministers unto Pharaoh, the King ; hut, although 
he saw and heard, he " kearkeited not" in belief— 
and the judgments grew and grew until they 
brought on the final onr of the Red Sea. 
Exod. vli. 3, 13, ^— viii. 15, 19— is. 12, fee- 



All the different jtidgmenta upon the chil- 
dren of Israel, while in the wilderness, sprung 
out of unbelief in God and God's servants and 
ministers. They had seen Moses perform in 
the Lord's strength that wonderful miracle — 
they saw him stretch out his hand over the 
sea, and the sea divided, and rolled its mighty 
waters back and they stood still on a b'eap, 
and they " went into the midst of the sea 
upon the dry ground, and the waters were a 

I wall unto them on their right hand and on 
their left" — they passed through — the Eaj'p- 
tians rushed in after them — they saw Moaes 
again stretch out his hand — and they saw the 
waters return, and cover the chariots and the 
horsemen and all the host of Phuraoh, " there 
remained not bo much as one of them," And 



they saw it all wrought out for their deliver- 
ance, " thus the Lord saved lerael that day 
out of the hand of the EgyptianSj and IsfmI 
saw the Egyptiiuis dead upon the sea shores 
aod Israel saw the great work which the Lord 
did upon the Egyptians," Exod. xiv. 21—31,— 
and yet on the fifteenth day only of tbC- 
second month from that day, " the whole con- 
gregation of the children of Israel murmured 
against Moses and against Aaron," for fleeb 
and bread. The Ix>rd sent them bread from 
heaven, and flesh to eat, xvi. :*, 12 — 14 — they 
saw the sign and wonder, and were saved by 
it — and yet again did they chide with IMose^, 
and murmur against him for water. God smote 
the rock for them in the sight of Ihe elders 
of Israel, and the waters gushed out, and tba 
people drank, xvii. 2, 3, 6 — yet agrdn did 
they chide and murmur against God about 
flesh. At last it displeased God, and his wrath 
aroseinjudgment upon them, Numb. xi. 1—33. 
— " Yea, they spake against God," — they 
even disbelieved his power — "they said, can 
God furnish a table in the wilderness '. behold"— 
O! that marvelloua thing, man's unbelief 1 to 
Confess God even white it denies him! — " be- 
hold, be smote the rock, that the waters gush^_ 
out, and the stream overflowedj but i 



; can. h^^H 
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give bread also? ean he provide flesh for hh 
people? therefore the L<ord heard this, and 
was wroth ; so a fire -was hindled a^inat 
Jiicob, and anger aUo came up against l&rae), 
because they beltpved not i?i God, and trusted 
not in his salvation .... for all this they 
sinned still, and helietied not for his wondrous 
works — ihere/m-e their days did he consume 
in vanity, and their years in trouble," Paalm 
Ixxviii. 19—32, See Deut. xxix. 2 — 4. 

Nay, disbelief in God shut out Moses liini- 
Belf from the promised land — God judged him 
for it. The Lord is faithful to himself, and 
spares not the wilful unbelief of man, though 
he be the signet on the Lord's right hand. 
— " And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, 
Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in 
the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore 
ye shall not bring the congregation into the 
land which I have given them," Numb. 
XX. 12. 

God had promised the children of Israel 
the land of Canaan, and at the very edge of 
it, Caleb and Joshua preached to them to go 
and take possession of it. But they disbelieved, 
and murmured, and rebelled, and would have 
stoned the preachers with stpues. Poor souls ! 
" they could not enter in," as Paul says of 
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them, in Heb. iii. 19, iv. 2, *^ because of UU'- 
belief • . • • the word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith ia them 
that heard it." The Lord judged theii^ lor 
their unbelief; and we see the judgment ^pf 
their tarcases falling in the wilderness, as. ap 
everlasting type and token of the unbelidf of, 
and the judgment upon, unbelievers in all ^^^9 
but especially in the last days, when .men's 
carcases will again fall in the wilderness, aad 
men again cannot enter into the Lord's xking- 
dom, because of tmbelief--the word x^oncem- 
ing it will no more profit them than Qalefc^l^ 
and Joshua's preached word profited the :^r 
believing Israelites, not being mixed with Haiti) 
in them that hear it. Numb, xiu especially 
verses 2, 4, 9, 10, 22, 23, 29.* 

Korah and his unbelieving companions^ g^f^r 
said the appointment and ordinances of Go^y 
murmuring against his priests, and ther€|Gire 
against him, and disbelieving that Go4 h^ 
sent them. God Judged them for $hei3r.^^' 
belief'^SLuA the earth swallowed up the leaders 
of the rebellion, and their houses, and^j^l 
that they had, and fire consumed their com- 
panions. The people saw this judgfnentT'^a^vr 
the earth swallow, and the fire consuirte the 

* Read Moses' charge against the tsraelites, Deut.i. 32-^35« 
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wretched uBbelievers, fled at the cry of them, 
heard Mosea put the qaestion of his " being 
sent from God" upon this very issue— and yet 
they disbelieved the word, and the work, and 
the sign, and the minister, and the Ixird 
Almighty, and murmured against Mosea and 
Aaron. God judged them for their unbelief— 
and sent a plague amongst them, and " they 
that died in the plague were 14,700," Numb, 
xvi, eBpeeially verses 3, 9, 10, 19, "28 — 34, 
41,49* 

All the judgments upon the children of Israel, 
after they were brought into the land of Canaan, 
were provoked by the same unbelief of God and 
hid word, and hia ministers and rulers— "And 
they forsook the Jjord, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth, and the anger of the Lord was hot 
against Israel, and he delivered them into the 
hands of spoilers that spoiled them .... neter- 
tlieless, the Lord raised up judges which de- 
livered them .... and yet they would not 
hearken wtto their judges, hut went a-whoring 
after other gods .... and the anger of the Lord 
was hot against Israel, and be said. Because .... 



''' ■ See alBo Eiod, xixU. Nnmb. li. kud xxr., egpccUlty Ter. 
I ^fmd ttieaumDiar; of tlieae iBbetliooB Bad judgiDciJis, la Deul. 
I i. 19, &.C., \v. 3, &c., ii. 7, &r., Had ia Nchcm. ii., aad in 
\ PuloUUivlii.'aDdcTi. 



they have not hearkened unto my voice, 1 also 
will not henceforth dn?e out any from amon^ 
them of the nations," Judg. ii. 13 — 21 .* 

They despised the ordinance of God in the 
appointment of Samtiel the prophet and his sons 
oa their judges, and demanded a king to reign 
over them. The Lord vindicated the honor 
due unto his minister, and made his cause his 
own, and said unto him, "they have not re- 
jected thee, but they have rejected me, that I 
should not reign over them." He shewed Samuel 
all that a king would do to the people. " Sa- 
muel told all the words of the Lord unto the 
people that asked of him a king" — " never- 
theless, the people refused to obey the voice of 
Samuel, and they said, nay, but we will have a 
king over us-" The Lord gave them kingc for 
their unbelief and rejection of Him and hiii 
ministers — and kings were their judgments, with 
here and there an exception, until they brought 
on the final ones, the Babylonish and Assyriwi 
eaptivitien. 1 Sam. viii. especially verses 4, 6, 7-^ 
10, 18, 19, 22.+ 

Saul's kingdom, even the first king's kingdoi 

• Sea llhc irhule Book of Judf;e>. 

t SeCHlia tlieHiBtorieiofBll tlie Kings tfarouglioiit the twi 
Booki of Samuel, the two Books of the Kings, an 
Bouks of the Chroaiclei. 



passed away from faiDi in judgment, because of 
not believing and trusting the word and appoint- 
ments of the Lord and hia minister Samuel. 
" And Samuel said to Saul .... tbou hast not 
kept the commandment of the Lord thy God" — 
in not waiting for the appointed priest to sacri- 
fice unto God before a battle, but impatiently 
sacrificing himself— .... " now thy kingdom 
ehall not continue .... thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord"— in not obeying hia voice to 
destroy utterly the Amalekites, but fearing the 
people, and obeying iheir voice" — and the Lopd 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel, 
1 Sam. xiii. S, xv. 10, &c. — and Saul's laat clos- 
ing judgment was death by his own hand, with 
his own Bword, " for his transgression which he 
committed against the Lord, even against the 
word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also 
for asking counsel of one that had a familiar 
epirit, to enquire of it, and enquired not »f 
the Lord," 1 Chron. x. 4, 13,114. 

David once in his life believed and trusted in 
the Lord God less than in the strength and num- 

Lber of his people, and in the pride of his heart 
he numbered the people. God judged him for 
his unbelief and faitldessness, and made the 
judgment upon him a judgment upon Israel, 
against whom his wralh was kindled ; and "the 
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Lord sent a pestilence • » • « and there died oF 
the pepplei from Dan eren toBeer8heba,;70|000 
men," 2 Sano« xxiv, 1— -IS* I Chroa. 95x1. 
1-14. 

Solomon ti kingdom was rent in two^ and :9ne 
part taken fix>m his family in his son's %\m^, in 
judgment, because in unbelief '' his heart t^as 
turned from the Lord God of Israel/' ^pAib© 
obeyed him not in his especial word conc^n^iMDg 
idolatry. ^' And the Lord was ang^^i^jUi 
Splomon/' end said unto him^ ^' forasmuii^ias 
thou h^st not kept V* • * which I commandj^ 
. thee," pbedienee being none other , i/i^.j^e* 
lievingy *' L will surely rend thy kingdotniififQtn 
thee/' ^^ 1 Kings xi. 9^-13. ^ tiivoo 

Go; through the judgments upon JerQ^nm, 
Nadaby Baasha, Elah| Zimri, Omri, rAliaby 
Abaziahy Jeboram, Jehu, Jehoahafs^ Jd^osh, 
Jeroboam, Zachariah, Shallum, Ment9i<hdmi5jPe- 
kahiahj Pekah, ^nd Hoshea, king8> of jbrnel, 
as recorded in the Books of the KingsS a«)d the 
Books of the Chronicles, and you will see cfvery 
one of them receiving his judgment^ because 
of his sinning the sin of Jeroboam, who nuide 
Israel to sin ; and you will see Israel receiving 
judgments, because of sinning the same sin. 
And the sin was even this — the sin of idolatry, 
false worship, disbelieving the true God, and 
setting up false ones. 
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Jeroboam believed and trusted in God less 
than in the strength of human policy and ex- 
pediency. He "said in his heart, now shall 
the kingdom return to the House of David ; if 
this people go up to do sacrifice in the House 
of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart 
of this people turn again unto iheir Lord, even 
untoRehoboam,kingofJudah, and they shall kill 
me, and go again to Rehoboam, king of Judah ; 
whereupon the king took counsel" — politic, expe- 
dientcounsel, such as men give in their own wis- 
dom—" and made two calves of gold, and said 
unto them, It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem, behold the gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt ; and 
he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he 
in Dan ; and this thing became a sin, for the 
people went to worship before the one, even 
unto Dan. And he made a house of high 
places" — refusing to worship, he, and his people, 
ID the Lord's consecrated house* — " and made 

I priests of the lowest of the people, which were 
not of the sons of Levi" — man-made priests, 
separatists, not of tho Lord's ordainment and 
appointment — 1 Kings xii. 26 — 31. Jeroboam's 
sin began in unbelief and scorn of God and 
fear of man, went on to set up a worship not 
' Solonoii't Temple at Jeni9alem. 



Bccording to the Lord's rule and order, slid 
into idolatry, aod ended even in blasphemous 
mockery of the Lord's ordinance of Bnetto-. 
hood. ill/ 

Especially see the judgments upon Ahfai> 
and Jezebel his nife, to whom the Lord sent 
his tniniBters to work signs and wonders from 
him in their sight, for their scorn and hatred 
and persecution of them, 1 Kings xvi. 29, 
to the end of chap. xxi. Particularly the 
closing scene of Ahab's life — " is there not 
here," asked the King of Judah in counsel 
with Ahab about going down to battle to Ra- 
moth-gilead, " a prophet of the Lord be- 
sides, that we might enquire of him!" Hear 
Ahab's answer, " there is yet one man, Mic&tkh 
the son of Iralah, by whom we may enquire 
of the Lord, but I hate dim" — Ahab could not 
bear the tmth^" for he doth not prophecy 
good concerning me but evil" — Ahab wanted 
smooth things, deceits, to be prophesied to 
him, truth to him was evil, Micaiah was 
however sent for. He came, reproved tJie 
lying prophets, the prophesiers of smooth 
and what bhnd men call good things, and 
declared the truth, that Ahab should fall in 
battle — a false prophet smote Micaiali on the 
cheek for his message — Ahab sent him to 
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prison for it.. The King of Judah and Ahab 
went dowD to the battle. Ahab disg^ulaed 
himself to escape the prophet's prophecyt 
while he cunningly persuaded Jehoshaphat to 
fight in his xoysl robes, that the enemy might 
be attracted to him. But vain are the de- 
vices of man against the purpose of God — 
" a certain man drew a bow at a venture and 
smote the King of Israel .... and he died 
at even, and the blood ran out of the wound 
.... and doga licked up his blood," ) Kings 22, 
as the Lord had told him by Elijah three years 
before would be his end.* 

See also the end of the nobleman, who re- 
fused to heheve the Lord's word by the mouth 
of Elisha, 2 Kings vii. 2, 17. 

Go through the judgments upon Rehoboam, 
Jehoram, Ahaziah, Amaziah, Azariah, Jotham, 
Ahaz, Manasseh, Amon, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, 
Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, kings of Judah, as 
recorded in the books of Kings and the Chroni- 
cles ; and behold them all provoking the Lord 
to jealousy by their unbelief of Him, manifest- 
ing itself in the overt ain of idolatry, of various 
kinds and degrees, both of Heathenish and 
Israelitish abominations— and the people par- 
taking of the same sin, and provoking tlie Lord 
■ 8m chap. xii. 19. 



to the same jealousy, and sharing in the same 
judgmenls. 

Rehoboam and the people " built them high 
places, and images and groves, on every high 
hill and under every green tree," IKingsxiv, 23; 
as did also Manasseh, 2 Kings xxi. 3, as the 
nations did, God having forbidden it, and conj- 
manded his people to go and worship only at 
Jerusalem. * 

Jehoram, Afaaziab, Ahaz and Manasseh 
" walked in the way of the Kings of Israel, 
as did the House of Ahab," 2 Kings viii. 18, 27, 
xvi. 3, xxi- 3. Now Ahab was exceedingly 
idolatrous, and worshipped even the gods of 
the Heathen, for he " did evil in the sight of 
the Lord above all that were before him, and 
it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the 
son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the 
daughter of Ethbaal, King of the Zidonians, 
and went and served Baal and worshipped 
him."t 

Amon, Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and 
Zedekiah " did that which was evil in the sight 
of the Lord," the usual description of the sin 
ofidolatry, " according to all that" their "fathers 
had done," 2 Kings xxiiL 32, 37, xxiv. 9, 19, 
■ See Deut.xii.3. t 1 KiDgsxri.^O.Sl. 
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Amaziah, Azariah and Jotham, who sinned 
less against God, by doing in other things 
" that which was right in the sight of the Lord," 
still sinned in unbelief and its accursed conse- 
quences, disobedience and idolatry — " howbeit, 
the high places were not taken away, as yet 
the people did sacrifice and burnt incense in 
the high places," 2 Kings xiv. 3, 4, xv. 3, 4, 
34, 35. 

Even Asa was faithless and unbelieving, and 
God judged him for it — " in his disease he 
sought not to the Lord, but to the physicians, 
and Asa slept with his fathers and died/' 
2Chron. xvi. 12, 13. 

In the days of Zedekiah, great, exceeding 
great, was the profaneness of King, Priests 
and People — *' moreover, all the chief of the 
priests, and the people, transgressed very much 
after all the abominations of the Heathen, and 
polluted the House of the Lord which he had 

I hallowed in Jerusalem." Great, exceeding great, 
were the Lord's goodness and forbearance to 
them — " and the Lord God of their fathers 
sent to them by his messengers, rising up 
betimes and sending, because he had com- 
passion on his people and on his dwelling- 
place." Great, exceeding great, were their 
scorn of Him and unbelief — " but they mocked 
£ 2 




the messengerB of God anil despised bis words 
and tniaused his prophets," — the blotch that 
always breaks out upon the scorner of God. 
Great, I exceeding great, was the Lord's 
wrath — " until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against his people till there was no remedy, 
therefore" — even because their profaneness and 
scorn,, and unbelief and misusing of the Lord's 
ministers, and the Lord's wrath and jealousy 
for himself and his ministers, allowed of no 
remedy — " therefore he brought upon them the 
King of the Chaldees," 6cc. as his judgment 
upon them, 2 Chron. xxsvi. 14 — 17, 

Job was a righteous man, and " feared God," 
and worshipped him in faith and fear. But 
he had an unrighteous family, that feared not 
God, and worshipped him not and believed him 
not. Job, the tender father, trembled for his 
sons, and his heart misgave him, lest their 
scorn of all the Lord's words, which they had 
heard from him from their childhood, and 
their feasting and merry-making over it, instead 
of sorrow and repentance, should provoke judg- 
ments upon thera — " And his sons went and 
feasted in their houses, every one his day, and 
sent and called for their three sisters to eat 
and to drink with them ; and it was so, when 
the days of their feasting were gone about. 
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that Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up 
early in the morning and offered burnt-offer- 
ings, according to the number of the mall, for 
Job said, it may be, that my sons have sinned 
and cursed God in their hearts ; thus did Job 
continually," Job i. 4, 5. — And it may be, that 
Job's fear for his sons was but too just, and 
that their sin in cursing God in their heart, 
provoked the judgments upon their Father, 
as the sin of Eli's sons did upon Eli and his 
house,* 

/il^.ioabo( ^nt-pi: TTTTnn 

Go, through the Prophets, foreshewing 
these judgments, and tremble at the universal 
witness they give of the connection, which the 
Lord has ever established, between his judg- 
ments, and man's blindness and unbelief. 

Read the Lord's text in Isaiah, upon which 
every judgment in the world is the Lord's 
pommentary, " Go and tell this people, Heai 
ye indeed but understand not, and see ye 
indeed but perceive not; make the heart of 
;!thi3 people fat, and make their ears heavy and 
I phut their eyes, lest they see with their eyes, 
;^d hear with their ears, and understand with 

• I Sam. ii. 29—34, iii. 12—14, tv. MidStl tH'A 
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their heart, and convert and be healed/' yi* 9^ lOf 
Nay, the Lord has in his text given one com- 
mentary upon it, in the judgment which {uro- 
phetically belonged to it : '' Then 9aid I, XiOr^ 
how long''^ how long are the blindnes^i ,%n4 
e?il unbelief to continue? — ** and he afnswfil^di 
IJatir'^-^until the judgments due an4.decr§^ 
a^e. completed — '^ until the cities ber^atl^ 

• 

without inhabitant and the houses witjbu:^ ^Qt 
imd the land be utterly desoIate^^ndjthQ.XiQf^ 
have' reiQiOved men far away^ and there.b^,g 
gfeat forsaking in the midst of the tau4i" 

ver. 11, 12.* ; x^ . - 

Read Isaiah xxix. 10— 15. " For the jjiord 
hath poured out upon you the spirit of d^ep ^l^^, 
and hath closed your eyes; the prophets iMa4 
your rulers, the seers hath he covei:ed"— i5f ! 

* See Christ's and Paul's application of this word^ to tne 
Jews, in Matt; liii. 13—15 and Acts xzviii. 25— 27^ dddng 
thieir blindness and unbelief* the preparatory forerannertof the 
judginents upon them, which were to issue in the destruction 
of their city, and the scattering and misery of their nation, 
"wherein they were to '< fall by the edge of the sword*, and 
\t Ifd away captive into all nations, and Jerusalem'* waarto 
« be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled," Lulce zzi. 24. Then their blindness 
and unbelief are to cease, and the Lord '< will pour t]^>on. the 
House of David and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem the spirit 
of grace and of supplications, and they shall look upon" Him, 
'^ whom they have pierced," Zech. zii. 10, and they shall 
see and heliete. 
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mark how in all times of blindness atid un- 
belie r, the Lord's appointed prophets and 
priests have become false, and false prophetB 
and priests have arisen, to bhnd and harden th« 
people, and to prepare the way of the Lord for 
judgment — " And the vision of ail is become 
unto you as the words of a book that is sealed, 
which men deliver to one that is learned, say- 
ing. Read this, I pray thee, and he saith, I 
cannot, for it is sealed, and the book is de> 
livered to him that is not learned, saying, Read 
this, I pray thee, and he saith, I am not learned 
—WjAcre/bre the Lord saith, Fora&much . . ." * 
Again — Isaiah xxx. 9 — 14. "... This is a. 
rebellious people, lying children, children that 
will not hear the law of the Lord, which saj to 
the seers. See not, and to the prophets. Pro- 
phesy not unto us right things, speak unto us 
B smooth things, prophesy deceits, get you out 
^M of the way, turn aside out of the path, cause 
H the Hoiy One of Israel to cease from before un ; 
^M wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, 
^M Because ye despise this word, . . , , therefore 
^K this iniquity shall be to you as a breach ready 
^B to fall, swelling out in a high wall, whose 

I 



* See hIio in chapi iliii. 37, 28, judgmeatg follomng up( 
the trBDGgrcssioDS o/tlie " tcticbcrs." 
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br^^i^ng eometh suddeoljr >i m^ ^f^^^ 9ff^ 
%^ sball bi;eakjt a» the hr^akl^ o^J^ P9^''^ 
vessel that is broken to pieces, he i^?^9pt 

spare .#.»»• -■^^^ '■■ •";; -vX - (i}ffnjK 

Agaia— Isaiah xhi. ia-T»26v "W^ %% 
but my servant ? or deaf, as my jn^s^f^ngf^lj^ 

XsOTt? • . . • seeing many tbwgfevJfi^jxftjSSi 

observest not, opening thaears^. bvtt ]ms ^!Mft!re||i 

not . . • . they are for a pcey and noiij; 4fh 

livereth, and for a spoils and xionej^aj^ i{^ 

store; who among you will giye,,Kearj<tp^tI^jf 

who will hearken and hear £w tbe^^tf^^^ 

come? * • 7 • therefore he hath :$towi*e^rj§g>^ 

him the fury of his anger and the..i^O^|jgg|libdr 

battle, and it hath set him on fire r^prd^)|04|^ 

yet hfikaew, not, and it burned him,syffrAf jg^ 

U not to heart*** , » -> -- -belijBieb 

Again-^Ifiyaiah hcvi. 4. > ** I alsQ w^l^^^o^ff 
their delusions and will brjii^g their fc^^ 9P§il 
thein, because i^hen I called^ none; did sm|n<^ 
when I spake^ they did not hear,'* ,. ., {^Ts^fe 

Read the 2d chapter of Jeremiah^ an^ji^Jk 
the judgments in ver. 15, 16,*^how tbe^jH^ii^^lK 
an4 they that handle the law (th^y .^f.Af^fHI^ 
me not )i and the pastors apd the prophfUiraiiA 

* Se6 aho chap. y. 24, 25, and obsertre the cause df the 
ivoes— 5eMtiM Ift^j^ ** despised the vierd 4ff M MehrOnk^^H^ 
Israel." 
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tfie people, ver. 8, 13, are recorded as having 
" procured" them, ver. 17, by blindness and 
Unbelief, 

Again— Jer. vi. 10—19. "To whom shWl 
I apeak and give warning, that they may hear 1 
beliold, their ear is uncircumcised and they 
cannot hearken, behold the word of the Lorci 
is unto them a reproach, they have no deligh't 
in it" — (how should they ? " a wonderful 
and honible thing is committed in the land— ^ 
the prophets prophesy falsely and the priests 
bear rule by their means, and my people lo^fe 
to have it so," v. 30, 3\)~-" therefore," M 
Loi'd continues, ver. 11, *' I am foil of the foi'j 
of the Lord, I am weary with holding inj'i 
will pour it out . . . ." — see the judgment a^ 
detailed — " for from the prophet even unto 
the priest every one dealeth falsely; they 
have healed also the hurt of the daughter of 
my people slightly, saying, Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace .... also I set watchmen 

I over you," true and feithfui watchmen, " saying, 
hearken to the sound of the trumpet, but ih^y 
said, we will not hearken" — poor souls, they 
" loved" to listen to the false peace-prophets 
— , . . . " hear, O earth, behold I will bring 
evil upon this people, even the fruit of their 
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thdn^htSi b^etmse they hi^e not hk^kined 
untomytoards.*** 

Again — Jer. xi. 21 — ^23, where imbelief 
loathes the Tery prophesying ^^in the name of 
tiie Xiord/' and rises into a mnrdeitms faallPed 
of bis faithful minister. ^' Therefore thuis «aith 
fte Lord of the men of Anathoth^ that^sd^ 
Ay li(e^ saying, Prophesy not in the liomdof 
the liord^ that thou die not by oar faandJ; 
tk^efbre ihns saith the Lord of Host% Be^ 
hoM> I will punish them^ the young men «hall 
di^ by the sword, their sons 'and their daugii*-* 
ters 6hal{ die by fkmine, and there shall bid 
no remnant of them, for I wUl bring evil upoii 
the men of Anathoth, even the year of their 
visitation.'' ; . 

Again— Jer. xiii.9, 10. ^* Thus saith the 
Lord, after this manner will I mar the pride 
of Judah and the great pride of Jerusakm ; 
this evil people, which refuse to hear my words, 
#hich walk in the imagination of their hearts^ 
• • • • shall even be as this girdle which is 
good for nothing.*' 

Again— Jer. xiv. 13 — 16, where the prophets 
cause the blinded people to drink the ^ame cup 

• Sec alBO cliap. viii. 7, *J— 13. > 



of trembling their blindoeBa prepares for them- 
selves. " . . . . Then the Lord said unto me, 
the prophets prophesy hes in my name ; I sent 
them not, neither have I commanded them, 
neither spake unto them; they prophesy unto 
you a false vision and divination, antra thing of 
nought and the deceit of their heart ; therefore 
thus saith the Lord concerning the prophets 
that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, 
yet they say. Sword and famine shall not be in 
this land, by sword and famine shall those pro- 
phets be consumed, and the people, to whom 
they prophesy" — Alas ! when the blind lead the 
blind, both fall together into the ditch — " shall 
be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem, because 
of the famine and the sword, and they shall have 
none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their 
sons nor their daughters, for I will pour their 
wickedness upon them"— O ! my brother, that 
readest this, open thy Bible, and read the 23d 
of Jeremiah from ver. 9 to 40, and the 26th, 
where thou shall see the madness of the blind, 
unbelieving, prophets and priests against the 
Liord's minister, because he " prophesied" of 
judgment upon men's scorn of God, ver. 6, (>, 
&c. &.C. — and the 36th, where thou shall see 
the madness of the king in cutting and burning 
the roll of the Lord's words, and the Lord's 
b4 



threatened judgment for his proud scorn therec^, 
ver. 23— 52— and the 38th, where thou shall 
see the madness of the princes in casting the 
Lord's minister into the dungeon, because be 
prophesied truly from God of judgments for 
sin, ver. 1-^. 

Again — Jer. sxvii. 9—15, where the Lord 
assigns the blindness, and deceits, and unbelief, 
of priests and people, as the very cause of the 
judgment upon them, for casting out the word 
he had spoken, that they should serve the king 
of Babylon. " Hearken not ye to jour prophets, 
nor to your diviners, nor to your dreamerB, nor 
your enchanters nor to your sorcerers, which 
speak unto you, saying, ye shall not serve the 
King of Babylon, for they prophesy a lie unto 
you to remove you far from your land, and titat 
1 should drive you out, and ye should perish''— 
the " lie" and the belief of it, provoking the 

Lord's judgment of removal — " for 1 

have not sent them, saith the Lord, yet they 
prophesy a lie in my name, that"— 'their " lie" 
and the people's belief of it, being in order to 
effect the Lord's purpose — " I might dri-e yoa 
out and that ye might perish, ^e and th» pr* 
phets that prophesy unto ymt" 

Read Ezek. xiii. : and mark the contagiol 
nature of blindoese and unbelief, first breakiid 
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tkH^.upOQ the uuDiBtefs in that fktal fohti ^ 
lyi^deceil and self^loiy^ the prophesying ont 
ofjtiieir own hearts, instead of out of God% 
MOxAk-' ttnd communicating from them to tYk 
"•seduced" people. The true, faithful/ minini- 
ter receives his word from the Lord-^** the word 
of: tlier liord came unto me, saying, Son of man, 
i^[4fdici»y against the prophets of Israel Hnft 
pro^besjTf and say thou unto them thai prophdisy 
M^pJbiMr own hearts, Hear ye the word of 
ttheiliciEtdr Thus saith the Lord Grod, woe untb 
;tt|Hdc{6w^i«h prophets^ that follow their owh 
'fipii^i':aDd> have seen nothing ! • • • « they bate 
fifiim vanity and lying divination, saying, Tte 
hotd^miihf and the Lord hath not sent them^ Ktid 
tbfiydifctiis made others to hope, that they wot^ 

MiaQntt the word Therefore^ thus 

saiiiif idle Lord God, Because ye have spoken 
irteni)^>iand seen lies, therefore, behold/^ I 
iant^against you, saith the Lord God • i'^. 
beoause^ even because, they have seduced w^ 
jun^/i^, saying. Peace and there was nopeace, 
and^!9tt€ built up a wall, and lo, others dav^ied 
it , wiih untempered mortar, say unto th^m 
wfa^ daub it with untempered mortar, that^it 
shaU fall . . • . I will even rend it witii a 
sbMrifty wind in my fury, and there shall be an 
oveij^Qwing shower in mine anger, and great 
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hailstones id my fury to consume it . . . . thi 
will I accomplish my wmth upon the wall, 
the seduced ill-built people, and upon them 
that have daubed it with untempered luortar, 
with mortar not tempered in the Lord's word 
. ..." to wit, the prophets of Israel which 
prophesy concerning Jerusalem, and which see 
visions of peace for her, and there is no peace^ 
saith the Lord God," ver. 1 — 16. 

Again — Ezek. &xxiii. 4, 5, where the blood 
that shall be upon a roan's head, for not taking 
the Lord's warning, is traced to the man's sin, in 
not believing the warning of the Lord's watchr- 
raan. " Whosoever heareth the sound of the 
trumpet" of the watchman, who sees the sword 
coming on the land, " and taketh not warning, 
if the sword come and take him away, his blood 
shall be upon his own head — he heard the sound 
of the trumpet, and took not warning, his blood' 
shall be upon him ; but he that taketh 
shall deliver his soul." 

Read the cause of the judgment upon Nebu- 
chadnezzar in Daniel. — Nebuchadnezzar had 
witnessed the power of the true God, in giving 
wisdom to his servants ; and upon one occasion, 
had been so overawed with it, as to fall dowa 
and worship Daniel, the Lord's servant, and to 
break out in impassioned ascriptions of 
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to the Lord — " of a truth it is, that your God 
is a God of Gods, and a Lord of Kings and a 
revealer of secrets," ch. ii. 46, 47. Yet he 
saw and perceived not, heard and understood 
not — for he set up an image of gold in the plain 
of Dura, and commanded all people and nations 
to fall down and worship it^ ch. iii.l, 4, 5,— > 
God also made a witness to himself, out of that 
act of blasphemous blindness. His believing 
servants, Shadracb, Meshach, and Abednego, 
refused to worship the idol, in the teeth of a 
threat of being cast into a burning fiery furnace, 
trusting to their God for dehverance, ver. 15— - 
18. Nebuchadnezzar did command them to be 
cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace, 
so " exceeding hot," that the tlame of the fire 
slew those that cast them in, and the three ser- 
vants of God " fell down bound into the midst" 
of it, ver. 20 — 23. God did deliver them, and 
testified again to his power — lo, I see," said 
the " astonished" king, "Jour men loose, walk- 
ing in the midst of the fire, and they have no 
hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son 
of God," ver. 25. He commanded the three, 
who were cast in, to come out; and he, and his 
princes and governors, and captains and coun- 
sellors, " saw these men, upon whose bodies the 
fire had no power, nor was a hair of their head 



singed, neither were their coats changed, nor 
the smell of fire had passed on them," ver. 26, 
27 — and Nebuchadnezzar blessed God, and 
made a " decree," that whosoever should speak 
«Dy thing against God should be cut in pieces, 
and their houses made a dunghill, ver. 28, 29. 
And yet he saw and perceived not, heard and 
understood not — for he grew in pride and 
haughtiness, and exalted himself against God, 
andk new not God, and beheved not God'ft 
words by his minister. Then said Daniel to him, 
" they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelt* 
in§^ shall be with the beasts of the field, and they 
shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, . .t'i 
till thou hioto, that the Most High ruleth iU 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomso- 
ever he will," oh. iv. ver. 25. The king heard^ 
but believed not. Mark the issue, " At tlie 
end of twelve months, he walked in the palace 
of the kingdom of Babylon," ver. 29. His 
heart swelled at his greatness, and be said, 
" la not this great Babylon, that / have built for 
the house of the kingdom, by the might of my 
power, and for the honour of my majesty ? ver, 
30 — ever is it, that " pride goeth before 
destruction," Prov. xvi. 18, and ever is it, that 
destructionconiessuddenly, because unexpected*' 
ly, upon proud, self-glorying, man — " while 
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word waa in the king's mouth, there fell a voice 
from heaven, saying, O King Nebuchadnezzar, 
40 thee it is spoken, the kingdom is departed 
from thee;" and then the judgment is pro- 
ooiinced upon him, in the very words of Daniel, 
which he had cast from him, ending in the same 
ileclaration of the king's sin and the Lord's 
purpose, " until fkou know, that the Most High 
nilelh . . . ." ver. 31, 32— and the same hour, 
was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar," 
ver, 33. — Brethren, " who is wise, and he shall 
understand tliese things V Uos. xiv, 9. 

Read Hosea iv. — " The Lord hath a contro- 
versy with the inhabitants of the land, because 
there is no truth," the truth of God being 
changed into a he, " nor mercy, nor knowledge 
of Gad in tlie land," ver. 1 . — What is the cer- 
tain conBequence? " By swearing and tying> 
and killing, and stealing, and committing adul- 
tery, they break out, and blood toucheth blood," 
ver. 2. — What is the certain consequence of 
that? " TJterefore shall tbe land mourn, and 
every one that dwelleth therein shall languish," 
ver. 3. — What does it grow unto, in the Lord's 
summing of it up t " My people are de- 
stroyed for lad of knowledge, because thou 
hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, 
that thou shah be no priest to me ... . and 
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there shall be, like people, like priest, and I wfH 
punish them . . . ." ver. 6, 9. — Brethren, be- 
lief in the Lord's word is, in its inward results 
upon him who believes, but another phrase for 
knowledge of God, and for holiness in its out- 
ward. 

Read the 7th and 8th and 9th chapters of 
Amos. The very charge, which the false pro- 
phet brings before the king of Israel against 
the true prophet, is even this, " the land is not 
able to bear all his words," ch. vii. ver. 10. 
Never are blind unbelieving men able to bear 
light and truth. And behold the Lord's curse— 
*' behold, the days come, saith the Lord God, 
that I will send a famine in the land, not a 
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of 
hearing the word of the Lord, and they shall 
wander from sea to sea, and from the north even 
to the east, they shall rnn to and fro to seek the 
word of the Lord, and shall not Jind it," ch.viii. 
ver. 11,12. The Lord is often provoked, by 
the unbelief of men, to remove the light of his 
word and ministers from them, and to leave 
them in utter darkness, as our blessed Saviour, 
in the days of his flesh, " did not many mighty 
works" at Nazareth " because of their unbe- 
lief," Matt. xiii. 58. Awful are the Lord!a, 
dealings with sinners, when his wrath takes 
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form towards tbem, and he says of theoi, as 
he did of old, they are joined to idols, let 
them alone, leave them to their own devices, 
Hos. iv. 17- It may be, nay, it will be, in the 
famine of hia word with which he curses them, 
that, hke Esau, who despised his birthright, 
and sold it for one morsel of meat, they will be 
rejected when they would find it, though they 
seek it carefully witli tears, Heb. xii. 17. — O! 
who can tell the awfulness of the Lord's deal- 
ings with a nation — with the whole world — when 
the curse of this famine sweeps across it? 
Head the 9th chapter, and behold the Lord's 
judgment that follows in its train, ver. 1 — 10. 

Read the 3rd chapter of Micah. Behold 
the Lord's servant first describing himself, " truly 
I am full of power by the spirit of the Lord, and 
of judgment, and of might" — and then the pur- 
pose of his endowment with power and judgment 
and might, "to declare unto Jacob his trans- 
gression, and to Israel his sin," ver. S — and 
then the transgression and sin of Zion, *' the 
heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 
divine for money"-— and their blindnesa and 
self-deceit in the midst of their transgression 
end ain, "yet will they lean upon the Lord, 
and say, Is not the Lord among us ? none evil 



can coDie upon ua," ver. 1 1 — and the Lord's 
judgment upon Zion on account of their blind- 
ness and self-deceit, "therefore shall Zion for 
your sake be ploughed as a field, and Jeruaalem 
shall become heaps, and the mountain of the 
bouse ae the high placesof the forest," ver. 12.— 
When tbotie, who are set apart to cry aloud with 
trumpet-voice and to spare not, and to shew the 
people their sins, Is. Iviii. I, see not the sin and 
transgression of the people, it is because their 
faith cannot reach to measure the Lord's word. 
And woeful must be the state of the people ! No 
cry of repentance rising unto a merciful God, 
who delights in the sinuer's cry for mercy, 
and wills not bis death 1 But a cry of blind 
conscience, rising feebly from the flesh, and not 
from the spirit, and strangled in the very utter- 
ance by unbelief ! And this unbelief, shewing 
itself in one, or some, or all of these forms, — 
the not believing in the soul-damning nature 
of sin, Ezek. xviii. 4, Rom. ii. 9, vi. 33, or in 
the corruption of their whole man, so that 
" no good thing" dwelleth in them, Rom. vii. 
18, or in their own sin, Rom. iii. 23, v. 12, or 
in their sin bringing them (each for himself) 
under the condemnation for sin, James ii, 10, 
Heb. xii. 14, or in the infinitely holy nature of 
God, which is " of purer eyes tbati to behold 



evil," Habak. 1. 13, or in His infinitely just 
nature, which "will by no means clear the 
guilty," Exod. xxxiv, "], or in His infinitely 
faithful nature, which has pledged itself that 
"the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all 
the nations that forget God," Ps. ix. 17 ! — And 
so in blindness and unbelief each cries for him- 
self, and all cry for all, " none evil can come 
upon us"— Therefor a shall it come. 

Read the 7th chapter of Zechariah, The 
Lord has again recorded his judgments upon 
man's unbelief, and because of it — " they made 
their hearts as an adamant stone, lest they 
should hear the law, and the words which the 
Lord of Hosts hath sent in his spirit by the 
former prophets, therefore came a great wrath 
from the Lord of Hosts," ver. 12. — Does the 
Lord ever turn a deaf ear to the cries of menf 
Men say. No. But the Lord says, Yes. * 
Against whom of men is his ear heavy, 
that it cannot hear? Even against them, 
who will not hear when he cries. Hearken 
^" therefore it is come to pass that as he 
cried, and they would not hear, so they 
cried and 1 would not hear, smth the Lord of 
Hosts, but I scattered them with a whirl- 

rm.4], h. i. IS, 
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wind," ver. 13) 14. — O ! the heavens, and the 
earth, and the air, and the aea, will be full of the 
cries of such unhappy men, which the Lord will 
not hear in hia great and sudden day, when the 
sun of grace Bete for ever, and the night of ve&' 
getmce shuts m the world with unbroken 
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Go through the word of the Lord in the 
New Testament, and you will still find the 
blindness and unbelief of man set forth as the 
SIN, that provokes the judgments of God. 

Men wish salvation to stand upon reason and 
will — God decrees it to stand upon faith and 
grace, Ephes. ii. 5. Men are contented to be- 
lieve, through the " enticing words of man's 
wisdom" — God woriis faith, " in demonstration 
of THE Spirit and of power," 1 Cor. ii. 4. 
Men resolve faith into " the wisdom of men" — 
God resolves it into " the power of God," 
ver, 5. — The Holy Spirit exercises " the 
power of God" in the souls of men. It is His 
peculiar, exclusive, especial office in the re- 
demption of each sinner. All who believe, that 
their salvation, or any man's salvation stands 
entirely, or in part — yes, brethren, or in part — 
upon reason or will, or the words of man's 
wisdom, or the wisdom of men, reject entirely. 
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or in part, the " demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power," disbelieve entirely or in part, 
that the Holy Spirit exercises in the soul of the 
sinner the saving power of God ; and so blas- 
pheme and speak agiunst the Holy Ghost, His 
office, and Hia Godhead.— O! read the judg- 
ment — look around you, and observe the sin 
spread more or less over hundreds and hundreds 
of professing religionists — and read the judg- 
ment. Christ had been casting out devils " by 
the Spirit of God" — men denied it to be by 
the Spirit of God — "wherefore" said He, *'I 
say unto you, all manner of sin shall be forgiven 
unto men, but the blaspheuiy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not he forgiven unto men," Matt, 
xii. 28—32, Or read the judgment in Mark iii. 
28 — 30, where our Lord makes the blasphemy 
to consist in denying the power of the Holy 
Spirit in man, hy denying either his indwelling 
or his holiness in man, " because they said, he 
hath an unclean spirit," because tbey denied the 
work to be hy the Spirit of God. — Or read the 
judgment in Luke xii. 9, 10, where the denial of 
Christ constitutes the blasphemy, thereby shew- 
ing ue that the denial of Christ surely involves 
the denial of the Spirit in his work, because 
" no man, speaking by the Spirit of God, calleth 
Jesus accursed, and no man can say that Jesus 
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is the Lord, but 6y the Holy Ghost," 1 CM 
xii.3. 

Read the parable of the sower, 
illustrative of the Lord's text of Is. vi. 9> 10, 
where unbelief of the Lord's word is eet forth 
as the sin, and damimtion as the judgment-^ 
" they seeing, see not, and hearing, they bear 
not, neither do they understand .... lest at 
any time .... they should be converted, and 
I should heal them," Matt. xiii. 3—23. * 

Jerusalem was judged for unbelief. Matt. xxi. 
33-44. Read Matt, xxiii.33— 38, where the 
sin arid the judgment are specifically detailed, 
" ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye escape the damnation of hell } Wherefore, 
behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise 
men and scribes, and some of them," in your 
blind unbelief, " ye shall kill, and crucify, and 
some of them shall ye scourge in your syna- 
gogues, and persecute them from city to city 
. . . . O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that feilt- 
est the prophets, and stonest thetn which are 
sent unto thee .... behold, your house is left 
unto you desolate." — And our Lord warned his 
believers, that immediately before the desola- 
tion, blindness, and unbelief should prevail to 
the calling down of the judgment, "many 
■ Also Mark iv. 3—20, sad Luke nil. b~^lb. 
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shall come in my name, and shall deceive many, 
.... ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name's sake .... many false prophets shall 
arise and shall deceive many .... insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the 
vecy elect," Matt. xxiv. 5,9, 11, 24. 

" Woe,-' swd Christ, Matt, xxvi. 24, ^','' ' 
" unto that man by whom the Son of man ia '' 
betrayed." The betrayer, Judas, heard but per- 
ceived not — "Master, is it I?" — Jesus "said 
unto him, thou hast said." Judas heard but 
believed not in the " woe" — he went and be- 
trayed his master with a kiss. Now mark the 
judgment — he " hanged himself," chap, xxvii. 5, 
" that he might go to his own place," Acts i. 25, 
llie place prepared for the devil and his 
angels. 

Read the sin and the judgment in Mark vi. 
11, " whosoever shall not receive you, nor hefir 
you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust 
under your feet, for a testimony against them — 
verily I aay unto you, it shall be more tolerable 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg- 
ment than for that city." * 

Head the sin of Zachaiias, and the temporary 
judgment upon him, Luke i. 20, 22 — "thou 
shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the 
* Sec Bin) Matt. x. 14, 15. 



day tbat these things ehall be performed, because 
thou helievest not my words." 

O ! read John iii, 18, and tremble over the 
reading of the sin and the damnation -judgment 
— "he that beheveth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only- begotten Son of God" — " he that be- 
lieveth not the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abideth on him," ver. 36 ; ac- 
cording as Christ says in Mark xvi. 16, "he 
that believeth not shall be damned." John gives 
the reason, " he, that believeth not God, hath 
MADE HIM A LIAR," (awfully damnable is unbe- 
lief !) "because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of hia Son," 1 John v. 10. 

Read in Acts xiii. 8 — 11, the judgment upon 
an unbelieving " child of the devil," full of all 
mischief and subtlety in opposing the faith of 
Christ, withstanding Paul, and " seeking to 
turn away the deputy from the faith" — Paul, 
" filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes on 
hitn, and said .... the hand of the Lord is 
upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, not seeing 
the sun for a season ; and immediately there fell 
on him a mist and a darkness." 

Read in Rom. i. 3S, the sui and the judg- 
ment — " even as they did not like to retain 
God in their knowledge, God gave them over to 
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a reprobate mind." — And again, where the fall 
of Israel is spoken of'^" Israel hath not ob- 
tiuned that which he eeeketh for, but the elec- 
tion hath obtained it, and the rest were 
blinded, according as it is written, God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes that Uiey 
should not see, and ears that they sliould not 
hear," chap. xi. 7, 8 ; followed up by a solemn 
warning unto us, the Gentiles, "well, because 
of unbelief they were broken off, and thou," 
O Gentile church, "standest by faith, be not 
high minded, but fear, for if God spared not 
the natural branches, take heed lest he also 
spare not thee," ver. 20, 21. O Gentile church, 
most certainly wilt thou fall — most certainly, 
by unbelief — most certainly, at the period 
when the " natural branches" are " grafted in 
agun!" 

Ag^n — "if our gospel be hid, it is hid to 
them that are lost, in whom the God of this 
world hatli blinded the minds of them which 
believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them," 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. Blindness — 
unbelief — darkness — damnation ! 

Again — 2 Thess. ii, 10 — 12, " because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they 
might be saved, and for this cause God shall 
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sieiid them strong delusion, that they should be- 
lieve a lie, that they all might be damned who 
believe not the truth." Yea, even for unbelief, 
and all its accursed progeny, for strong delusion 
and a lie, shall the "man of sin," the great Ba- 
bylon, be judged, and all, who believe not the 
truth. 

Read the Lord's dreadful word by Peter, con- 
cerning judgments that are past, upon unbelief 
that is past, and concerning judgment that is and 
is to cdme, upon unbelief that is and is to come — 
" there were false prophets also among the peo- 
ple, even as there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies^ 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction, and 
many shall follow their pernicious ways • . . . 
whose judgment now of a long time lingereth 
not, and their damnation slumbereth not • . • . 
these, as natural brute beasts, made to be taken 
and destroyed, speak evil of the things that 
they understand not, and shall utterly perish 
in their own corruption .... beguiling un- 
stable souls .... wells without water, clouds 
that are carried with a tempest, to whom the 
mist of darkness is reserved for ever . . '. . 
scoffers, walking after their own lusts, and say- 
ing, where is the promise of his coming?" — their 
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blind unbelief beginning with a denial of the 
Lord that bought them, Christ bom and cruci- 
fied in the flesh, and ending with a denial of the 
Lord*8 coming to judge them, in a glorified 
body, 2 Pet. ii. 1 — 17, iii. 3.* Damnable here- 
sies and swift destruction ! Evil speakings of 
things they understand not, and utter perishing! 
Emptiness and lightmindedness, and eternal 
darkness ! 

Read the 2d and 3d chapters of Revelation , 
and see the apostasy of the seven churches of 
Asia, the exhortations to " repent," the encou- 
ragements to ** hold fast," the promises to their 
faith and obedience. Remember that all this 
love was thrown away upon them, and that the 
Lord, for their faithlessness and unbelief, when 
it grew and grew to open or blind apostasy, 
came upon them " as a thief," as he had ex- 
pressly forewarned the church in Sardis he 
would, ch. iii. 3; and that, within a very few 
years from the message to them, he removed 
them out of their place, as churches in Him, 
ch. ii. 5, and in his fearful judgment has neve^ 
since permitted them to hold the truth as it is 
in Him. 

Agmn— the 9th chapter, ver. 20, " and the 
rest of the men which were not killed by these 

* See also Jade 10^19. 



plagues, yet repented not of the works of their 
bands, that they should not worship devils »id 
idols of gold and silver, and brass and stoiie> 
and of wood." — The plagues of the angelB, of 
the seventh seal, in the 8tb and 9th chapters, 
and the plagues, as we may safely infer, of " tbe 
Lamb," ch. vi. 1, in the six former seals of ch. vi., 
had been sent upon men for their idolatry and 
unbelief, and unrepentant scorn of the True God. 

Again — in ch. xi. you will see men rejoicing 
over the death of the Lord's two witnesses, 
whose witness for God troubled and disturbed 
them in their sleep of sin and unbelief, " and 
they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over 
thera and make merry, and shall send gifts one 
to another, because these two prophets tor- 
mented them that dwelt on the earth," ver. 10. 
Mark the judgment that followed it — the pro- 
phets " ascended up to heaven in a cloud, and 
their enemies beheld them, and the same hour 
was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part 
of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain 
of men seven thousand, and the remnant were 
affrighted, and gave glory to the God of Heaven^" 
ver. 12, 13. 

Again — in ch. xvi., where are set beforii' 
the vial- judgments of God upon men, you may 
trace them up, in close .connection, to the sin 
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and uobelief of men, in worshipping the image of 
the beast, ver. 2, shedding the blood of saints 
and prophets, ver. 6, blaspheming the name of 
God, even also in the midst of the wrath, ver. 9, 
blaspheming the God of Heaven, even also be- 
cause of their p^ns and their sores, and repent- 
ing not, ver. 1 1 , deceived by unclean spirits into 
unbelief and pride, and scorn of God, ver. 13, 
blaspheming God, even also because of the 
plague of the hail, ver. 31. 

Read the 17th and 18th chapters, and see 
the mighty sin of " Mvstery, Babylon the 
Great," and the mighty judgment with which 
"the great whore" will be judged. Her sin is 
the sin of Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who 
made Israel to sin, even idolatry, devilish 
WORSHIP, FORNICATION — she Is "the Mother of 
Harlots and abominations of the earth," cb. xvli. 
5. She is, like Jerusalem, " drunlien with the 
blood of the saints, and with the blood of the 
martyrs of Jesus," ver. vi. She blinds kings 
and nations with her seductions—" the kings of 
the earth have committed fornication with her," 
ch. xviii. 3, 9, and by her " sorceries were 
all nations deceived," ver. 23. Like Nebu- 
chadnezzar, she exalts herself in great pride and 
eelf-dependence, and surrounds herself with 
pomp and pleasure — " she bath glorified her- 
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self, and lived deliciously . • . /for she saith in 
her heart, I sit a queen," ver. 7. — Her judgment 
is utter and everlasting destruction: the ^^ten 
horns" (Kings), that " hate the whore" in the 
the latter, preparatory, days of her judgment, 
^' shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 
eat her flesh and bum her with fire," ch. xvii. 
16 — " her plagues shall come in one dcy^^ 
(a sudden and swift destruction !) '^ death, and 
mourning, and famine, and she shall be utterly 
burned with fire, for strong is the Lord God 
who judgeth her/' ch. xviii. 8 — nay, " in one 

• ft .- 

HOUR is thy judgment come," ver. 10, " in 
ONE HOUR so great riches is come to nought,*^ 
ver. 17, " IN ONE HOUR is she made desQlate^" 
ver. 19. — Brethren, hearken to the call to the 
shout of heavenly triumph at her judgment, 
"rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye holy 
apostles and prophets, for God hath avenged 
you on her,*' ver. 20 — and she draws into her 
judgment all who have committed fornication 
with her against God, " all nations have drank 
of the wine of the tvrath of her fornication," 
ver. 3. — OI beloved, join the "great voice of 
much people in heaven," shouting the thrice- 
rtused Alleluias over her, over the last and 
eternal judgment upon Antichrist, Self-glory, 
Unbelieving Idolatry; and "saying, Alleluia, 
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aalvation, and glory, and honour and power uatu 
the Lord our God, for true and righteous are 
his judgmeuts, for he hath judged the great 
whore, which did corrupt the earth with her 
fornication, and hath avenged the hlood of his 
servants at her hand," ch. xix. 1, 2, 3, ti — 
echoed by " the four-and -twenty elders and the 
four heasts," pouring out in joyful praises, 
** Amen, Alleluia," ver. 4. 

Read in ch. xix. the judgment upon unbelief 
and false worBhip, that closes this present dis- 
pensation amidst demonstrations of the power 
and holiness of the great God, far exceeding all 
this earth has yet witnessed in the ten thousand 
judgments which have passed over it, since the 
Lord from time to time has vindicated the ma- 
jesty of his Jehovahship: it is the issue of the 
" battle of that great day of God Almighty," in 
Armageddon, ch. xvi. 14, 16. — " And the 
beast was taken, and with him the false pro- 
phet that wrought miracles before him, witii 
which he deceived them that had received 
the mark of the beast, aud them that worshipped 
hia image ; these both were cast alive into a 
lake of fire burning with brimstone, and the 
remnant were slain with the sword of him that 
Bat upon the horse" (the Word of God, King 
of kings and Lord of lords, ver. 13, 10), 
F 3 
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" which Bword proceeded out of his mouth, and 
Ml the fowls were filled with their flesh," ver. 20, 
21. — Ib the terrible judgment limited to the 
visible battle ? No, no, no — " the fearful and tm- 
believing, and the abominable and murderers, and 
whoremongers and sorcerers, and idolaters and 
all liars, shall have their part in the lake which 
burneth with fire and brimstone, which is 
" ch. xxi. 8. 



SECOND DK. 



% 



,' '^Brethren, brethren, surely will Christ come 
"•—surely will Christ come to judge the quick 
an well as the dead — surely will the day of 
Clirist's coming be as a thief in the night upon 
the quick — surely will it be to the unbelieving 
quick a day of great and terrible judgnijents, 
even the dav op judgmknt. — Surely will it 
be to them a sudden and unexpected day, be- 
cause of their unbelief — surely will it come to 
them with deetruction, judgment- destruction, 
because their unbelief keeps them in sin and 
unconversiou, and woridliness and scorn of God 
— surely will the day of the Lord, the Son of 
Man, which comes with sudden destruction, &nd 
the world ripe for the destruction, and the de- 
struction due to the world. It has ever been bo, 
from the day of " the world of the ungodly 
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before the flood," nay, fro- the day of Adam's 
unbelief and fall, downward, to the day of the 
sixth wrath-vial in which we live — and it ever 
will be BO, onward, to the day of casting unbe- 
lievers into the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimstone, which is the second death; ac- 
cording to the Lord's record of his judgment^, 
and man's unbelief, from Gen. vii. 13, 31, 23, 
nay, from Gen. iii. 5, 6, 17, 19, downward to 
Rev. xvi. 12 — 14, and onward to Rev. xxi. 8 
xxii. 20. 

It must be so, as cause and efFect — unbelief, 
and sin arising therefrom, being the procuring 
cause, wrath and judgment and destruction 
being the efFect provoked, and that in sudden- 
ness, exactly proportioned to the unbelief. Nay, 
it is so written by the Holy Ghost, Open 
2 Tim. iii. — "This know also, that in the 
LAST DAYS," upon the heels of which the day 
of the Lord will tread very closely, " perilous 
times shall come, for men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, 
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthank- 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, tnice- 
breakera, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasure more 
tfaxn lovers of God," ver. 1—4. A dreadful 
f4 
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picture of men in ths last days ! Ah ! see 
in the next vers^, the finishing stroke of dread* 
fulness, ^^ having the form of godlinessj 
but denying the power thereof," ver, 5— *• 
" blasphemers," " unholy/' " false accusers," 
" despisers of those that are good," " high- 
minded,*' and yet in the midst of it all, not 
abandoning religion, not professing to live 
^without God in the world, not openly and 
^cklessly declaring themselves . enemies of the 
truth of Christ, but " having a form , of god* 
liness," not barely a form of religion, but of 
godliness ! They profess religion, inward reli*^ 
gion, although blasphemers— they have a form 
of godliness, live in it, rest in it, boast of it, 
espect to be saved by it. But they deny 
the power of it — they are ignorant of the 
power of it, blind to it, unbelieving in it, 
themselves having never experienced it. Can 
BLASMJNN^Y rise higher in its evil speaking 
agaiiflffi^trod ? The power of godliness in 
^lan is the^ power of God in man. The power 
of God is exercised in man by the Holy Ghost. 
Can a man rise higher in blasphemy against 
)tfae Holy Ghost, than in professing to be godly, 
than in having a form of godliness, without hav- 
ing the work wrought in him by the Holy Ghost^ 
thereby denying, in word'qr feeling, the power. 
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or the necessity of the power^ of God in the 
soul, thinking or saying that ' man is shijffl^ 
dent to his own godliness, and thus robbing 
God of the glory of his grace and power in 
the godliness of man ? Truly in ten thousand 
ways shall men, having a form of godliness, 
be found blasphemers and unholy- with God. 
Truly does God, who looks into the secrets of 
the soul, and desires ** truth in the inwttrd 
partSy^ Ps. li. 6, see blasphemty and un- 
belief, and unholiness in men, in whom them- 
selves and their fellow-men see piety, -tihd 
faith, and godliness. Truly will men's fb^th 
of godliness serve to hide from thetosdv^ 
and from one another ' their ttnholHiess/ arid 
unbelief, and blasphemy. Truly of ^11 th&fga 
will they, in their blindness and self-deceptit^n, 
the least expect destruction and - jud^mie'flt^ 
ever crying, till the day they are overfcakeii, 
'^ is not the Lord among us ? • NiNMMUUNS can 
come upon us." w^ir 

' Go through this awful description of the 
men and women in the last days, wte have 
a form of godliness — *' Of this sort are they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers 
lusts, ever learning and never able to cdhie 
to the knowledge of the truth; now as Janihtes 



and Jambres withstood Moses, so do titeae 
also resist the truth, men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith," ver. 6 — 8. 
O ! study well the picture, the light and the 
shade of it. Men having a form of godllnese, 
yet held of God as Pharaoh's magicians, worli- 
ing many siguB and wonders in the opinion 
of the Pharaohs and Egyptians of the world, 
working not for God, but for God's enemy, 
not gathering for God, but scattering, although 
seeming to be endued with power and godli- 
ness, resisting the truth and the preachers of 
the truth, corrupt in their mind and soul, 
reprobate (unhappy men!) concerning the all- 
in-all faith of the Lord Jesus, and the all-in-all 
power of the Holy Ghost ! And thia, too, in 
the midst of a form of godliness, a great zeal 
for Christ, a great labouring for and talking of 
salvation — this fomt of godliness oferspread- 
ing the world, and rising as the scum mid 
covering of the loathsome and stagnant water 
beneath it! — " But they shall proceed no 
further, for their folly shall be manifest unto 
all men, as theirs (Jannes' and Jambres') also 
was," ver. 9. There is a limit to their deeds 
— they shall go on, people and preachers — 
the preachers being " evil men and seducers," 
waxing " worse and worse, deceiving and beiog 
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deceived," ver. 13 — the people not enduriag 
sound doctrine, but afier their own luats, 
heaping to themselves teachers, having itching 
earsj and turning away their ears from the 
truth, and being turned unto fables, chap ir. 3, 4, 
—they shall go on to the end of the limit, 
but no farther. The limit is appointed, as well 
as the judgment — their foliy shall be mani- 
fested unto all men. They shall not be able 
to stand before the Lord and his saints in 
the Lord's day, any more than the magicians, 
Jannes and Jambres, could stand before Mosea 
in his day, Exod. ix. 11 — the boil shall break 
out in blains upon them, upon man and upon 
beast — the judgment -destruction shall sud- 
denly burst upon their heads. They resist the 
truth of Christ now, in the day of the Xxird's 
forbearance and holding-in, but they shall not 
be able to resist Christ, the truth, in the 
day of the manifestation of his glory — they 
are reprobate concerning the faith now, in the 
day of salvation by faith, and they shall be 
castaways in the day, when the judgment by 
Christ Jesus seals the sinner mito eternal 
reprobation^ — they know not now, in the day 
while the heaven retains Jesus, Acts iii. 21, 
what are the kind and measure of faith and 
holiness required unto salvation, and they shall 
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not know^ Id the day Jesus is sent unto judg- 
ment, their meetness and the world's meetness 
for God's righteous vengeance. — O ! these 
two things are sure— they shall be " destroyed 
for lack of knowledge," Hos. iv. 6, of the 
nature of sin and faith, and their lack of 
knowledge conceals from them their provoca- 
tion of God, thereby leaving them unpre- 
pared for, and unexpecting, the day of the 
Lord ! 

' Read agsdn 2 Peter ii. and iii., and see the 
connection, that must, in the very nature of 
things, exist between wickedness, want of faith, . 
lack of knowledge, and the sudden destruc- 
tion of the DAY OF THE LoRD. — "There shall 
be false teachers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon them- 
selves swift destruction, and many shall follow 
their pernicious ways, by reason of whom the 
way of truth shall be evil spoken of," chap. ii. 
1, 2. Mark how Peter illustrates, as Christ 
did, their " swift destruction," by the day of 
the destruction of the world before the floods 
and of Sodom, tracing on in his mind's eye 
the wickedness and unbelief of men to their 

day of sudden destruction — *^ God 

spared not the old world » • • • bringing in 
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the flood upon the 'world of the ungodly, 
and turning the cities of Sodom and Go- 
morrah into ashes, condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an ensample unto 
those that after should live ungodly/' ver. 4— -6^ 
. . • . these as natural brute beasts/ made to 
be taken and destroyed, speak evil of/' bias- 
phemcy " the things that they understand not, 
and shall utterly perish in their own corruption^ 
and shall receive the reward of unrighteous- 
ness • • . • spots they are and blemishes, 
sporting themselves with their own deceivings, 
while they feast with yow," having a form of 
godliness, mixing with the true people of God; 
deceiving themselves, glorying and delighting 
in the things of their self-deception — " having 
eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease 
from sin, beguiling unstable souls, a heart they 
have exercised with covetous practices, cursed 
children, which have forsaken the right wa;^ 
and are gone astray, following the' way of 
Balaam,'* of that seduced man, who could see 
into and speak of the glorious things, which 
God hath prepared for those who love him, and 
yet was found against God and of the sin- 
loving world — .... ** wells without water, 
clouds that are carried with a tempest, to 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved fbr 
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ever" speaking ^' great swelling words of 
vanity/' alluring '^ through the lusts of the 
flesh/' . • • • themselves '^ the servants of 
corruption," *' while they promise" others 
^^ liberty" • • • . to whom, deceived and de« 
ceivers, " it is happened according to the true 
proverb^ the dog is turned to his own vomit 
again, and the sow that was washed to her 
wallowing in the mire," ver. 12—22. . 

Read on. The description is continoed with* 
out break or change of subject ••••*' be* 
loved, I now write unto you • • • • stir up your 
pure minds,'' as in my former letter, ** by .way 
of remembrance, that ye may be mindful of 
the words which were spoken before by the 
holy ProphetSi and of the commandment ^ 
us, the Apostles of the Lord and Saviour, 
knowing this first, that there shall come in 
THB LAST DAYS, scoffhrs^ ivalkmg after their 
own lusts" — allured thereby into speaking evil 
of things that they understand not^ and into 
sporting themselves with their own deceivings, 
and into beguiling unstable souls, and into 
forsaking the right way, cursed diildren, ser- 
vants of corruption — " and saying,, where 
is THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING ?"-— prepared 
to deny the coming of the day of Christy 
prepared to argue agsdnst it, because ^^all 
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things continue" at present as usual, day and 
night, summer and winter, seed-time and har- 
vest, prepared to fall into that common soare 
of carnal unbelieving man, and to think that, 
because a thiug is not yet, therefore it will 
not, or may not be — wilfully ignorant of the 
destruction of the world of the ungodly before 
the flood, as an " ensample," that the " hea- 
vens and the earth, which are now," as is 
written in " the same word," are '* reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment mid 
perdition of vngodly men," iii. 1 — 7 ■ - - ■ 
" Beloved" — men say because the Lord Aas 
not done it, he is " slack concerning liis pro- 
mise," and will not do It — " but, beloved, be 
not ignorant of this owe thing," above all things 
remember this, against these doubts of men, 
that " one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day," God 
does not divide eternity into measures of time 
as men do, and so is not " slack" as men 
reckon, bm " is long euifering to us-ward," 
to us, his elect pre-ordained children, " willing" 
that all of us should be born in due course 
of time, till the end of his grace-dispensation, 
and that none of us " should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance" — unlil then he 
is " slack concerning bis promise, as some 
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count slackness," — " but/' believe and be sure 
of it, " the day of the Lord will come*' 
—as " the long-suffering of our Lord is salva*^ 
tion," ver. 15, so when every child of Adam, 
" pre-ordained unto eternal life" through ffith, 
Acts xiii. 48, shall have been born and made 
meet for the eternal inheritance, the day of 
the Lord will come — and it will come " as 

A THIEF IN THB NIGHT" tO the SCoffing, 

cavilling, unbelieving, world, walking after 
the lusts of their own mind, and will, and 
reason, and carnal heart, and saying with one 
loud universal taunt, where is the promise of 
his coming, being wilfully ignorant of the word 
that is written for them, which contains in 
the destruction of the old world the very 
promise of his coming to destroy tlie new — 
O! surely will their wilful ignorance make 
that coming a day to them of sudden de- 
struction, when the heavens shall pass away, 
and the elements shall melt, and the earth 
and all its works shall be burned up, ver. 8 — 10. 
Brethren, again I say, the disciples of Christ 
are now, as they were when he talked with 
them after his resurrection, *^ fools, and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken," Luke xxiv. 25. How graciously does 
the Lord meet this slowness of heart to her 
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lieve! How mercifully does he overcome it! 
By enforcing his truths " in all the Scrip- 
tures," again and again, precept upon pre- 
cept, line upon line, here a little and there a 
little, Is. xxviii. 10. — Read the Epistle of 
Jude, and you will find the Holy Ghost, re- 
peating for our sakes by Jude the word he had 
given by Peter. Jude writes to exhort be- 
lievers " earnestly to contend for the faith 
which was once delivered unto the saints ;" and 
speaks of Sodom and Gomorrah, as Christ 
and Peter had done, being " set forth for an 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire," — for an example unto " ungodly men," 
creeping in unawares, speaking " evil of those 
things, which they know, not" — agoing ** in the 
way of Cain," who disbelieved God concerning 
his mode of reconciliation to the sinner—-, 
running " greedily after the error of Balaam 
for reward," who proclaimed the promises of^ 
Grod to his people, but loved the wages of 
unrighteousness more than the blessings, of 
the Lord's promises — and perishing in "the 
gainsaying of Core," who gainsaid and opposed, 
the true appointed preachers of the Lord's 
word — ungodly m[en, "spots" in the believCTS^ 
feasts of communion, " feeding themselves 
without fear" without any f^ear pr mistru3t, in 
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the midst of their unconversion^ but that God 
is with them — " clouds without water," seem- 
ingly full but really empty^ with the form but 
without the power of godliness — " trees^ whose 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead/' 
dead by Adam's sin, and dead in their own 
trespasses and sins — ^' raging waves of the sea, 
foaming out their own shame," raging against 
the truth of God and foaming out their igno- 
rance of him, which is to their shame, 1 Gor. 
XV. 34 — " wandering stars," shooting out of 
the truth-appointed track, ^' to whom is -re- 
served the blackness of darkness for ever/' 
ver. 3—13. Now does he describe their visi- 
tation in the day of the Lord — ^^ Enooh pro- 
phesied of these, saying. Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his smnts,. to 
execute judgment upon aU, and to convince 
all," which nothing but judgment can do with 
them, '^ of all their ungodly deeds • • • • and 
of all their hard speeches • • . • agsanst hixn," 
ver. 14, 15.— Agdn does he speak oi the form 
their wickedness assumes : ^^ thege/* to exe- 
cute judgment upon whom the Lord cometii^ 
'^ are murmurers, complainers," speaking hard 
speeches against him — ** walking after their 
own lusts," setting up their desires and thoughts 
against the will and counsels of the Lord God 
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Almighty—" havicg men's persona in admira- 
tion, because of advantage," men-pleasera, 
obeying, and fearing, and pleasing men rather 
than God, and that for filthy lucre, which ia 
the sin of all sorts of men, the sin of the 
worldling, the sin of the mere professor, who 
wears unto men the form of godliness, the 
sin of all communions, the sin of all preachers, 
the sin of ail hearers, the sin of all men, 
but not the sin of him, preacher or hearer, 
who is really unto God " saved by grace 
through faith, and that not of himsklf, but 
.... of God," ver. 16. — " But, beloved" — 
think it not strange that these things should 
be, marvel not that men should be so en- 
closed in their own fat, and " their mouth be 
speaking gi-eat swelling words," when the Lord 
Cometh — " remember ye the words which were 
spoken before of the Apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, how that they told you, there 
should he mockers in tub last time, who 
should walk after their own ungodly lusts; 
these be they, who separate themselves " from 
the truth, as Korah did, and gainsay it as he 
did — " sensual," natural, carnal men, as natural 
brute beasts — " having not the Spirit," not 
having received the Holy Ghost, and so out off 
from the Lord by that eternal truth, " if any 
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man have not the Spirit of Christy he is 
none of his* (Rom. viii. 9), ver. 17 — 19. — 
O ! brother^ O ! reader, again do I plead the 
Lord's sure word with you, and say, awful will 
be the world's wickedness, in the last timb^ — 
even to a full measure will it have grown, 
when the Lord conieth to execute judgment 
upon all, — much of it, very much of it, veiled 
by a form of godliness, but all of it, foaming 
out its shame, and ignorance, and unbelief, in 
MOCKING SCOFFS at the Lord's coming. 



Men and brethren, what is the end of all 
that you have read, and I have written? 
Even the certainty of the truth we saw at 
the beginning. The day of the Lord so 

COMETH AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT, and whcn 

it Cometh, you and I shall pass into anothkr 
STATE OF BEING, a being of eternal glory or eter- 
nal torment. Believe it. Believe it. It cometh 
with blessedness to the believing quick, 
with destruction to the unbelieving quick, 
each undergoing the appointed change in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye. It cometh 
suddenly, in an instant of time, all things 
continuing as they were, through the very 
preceding instant^ all things in the world, sun^ 
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moon, fitars, Hew, rain, beasts, birds, men, 
women, each and all, found in their ordinary 
track, following their ordinary calling, rp to 
THE VEHY iNSiANT of the bursting in of the 
Lord upon the world. You are gazing upon 
the sky— you see a lightning -light along it — 
IT IS THE Lord. You are apeaking to jour 
wife or your child by your fireside — an awful 
thunder breaks upon you — it is the Lord. 
You are sleeping in your bed — you hear a 
fearful crash — it is the Lord. You are 
awake in an hour of midnight darkness — you 
behold a fearful stream of brightness blaze in 
upon you — IT IS the Lord. You are riding 
upon your horse, or buying in the market, or 
working in the field, or busied in your garden, 
or looking over your accounts, or getting 
bread for your family, or eating it with them, 
or reading a book — you feel the earth tremble 
with a fearful shaking under your feet — it is 
THE Lord. You go to the door to meet a 
mother, or a brother, or a fiiend — you mbst 
THE LoHD. You open the window to hear 
the chime of the evening bells — you heas 
THE Lord. You hasten to see something 
that calls your attention — you srb the 
Lord. — Awful day! awful coming! awful 
Lord ! awful suddenness ! awful judgment ! — 



122 

" Prepare to meet your God" — prepare to meet 
HIS DAY — prepare to meet his jodgmetit— -pre- 
pare — prepare. 

Believers, children of God, saved of Christ, 
heirs of eternal life, I now turn to you, ^ kiU)w- 
ing, brethren beloved, your election of God," 
1 Thess. i. 4, the Gospel having come to you, 
'^ not in word only but also in power, -and in 
the Holy Ghost, and in much assuiratice," 
ver. 5. To you the day comes, suddenly, 
but not unexpectedly, nor unpreparedly. 'Kie 
Apostle says to you, ** jrourselves know pbr- 
TECTLY that the day of the Lord so cometfa 
as a thief in the night." 1 These, v. 2. Your 
Lord has not left you ignorant of the SRViBg 
truths of his Gospel-dispensation, neither ^iU 
he leave you ignorant of the truth that winds 
it up. In all things there are gracious pro^ 
mises to you ; in nothing more than in the 
establishing of you in the truth as it is in 
Jesus. ''Ye have an unction from the Holy 
One, and ye know all things • • . ; the 
anointing which ye have received of him abidedi 
in you, and ye need not that any man teatk 
youj* 1 John ii. 20, 27 5 because your Lord 
says of you, " it is written in the Prophets 
(Is. liv. 13), And they shall be all taught 6f 
Crodf' John vi« 45 — and he thanked the Falb^r 
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for you and such &s youj because he hath "hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes," Matt. xi. 25 — and 
he promised you, that the Comforter, which 
ia the Holy Ghost, shall " teach you all things" 
John xiv. 26, and " will ifuide you into all 
i»-M(A,"chap.xvi, 13. Yea, while the "double- 
minded man is unstable in all his ways," and 
" wavereth," and " is like a wave of the sea 
driven with the wind and tossed," James i. 6, 8, 
you, " after thai ye have suffered a while," 
(the process through which the Lord always 
leads his children into a knowledge of him,) 
are made perfect, stablished, strengthened, 
stttled, i Pet. V. 10. To you, beloved, it is 
given of your Father to know perfectly, that 
the day of the Lord cometh suddenly, as a 
thief cometh in the night, and, being clothed 
in the whole armour of God, to stand in the 
evil day. Hear the word to you, " but ye, 
brethren, are not in darkness that that day 
should overtake you as a thief," 1 Thess, v. 4 ; 
the suddenness of it shall to you be diveeted 
of its destruction. Sudden it shall he to you, 
but because of your perfect knowledge of its 
suddenness, you shall be found looking and 
prepared for it; and, although it shall over- 
take you iu its character of suddenness, it shall 
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not orectdke * jrou in: ite ^ ctenieUii^i dF d^stfil^X 
tioo. Biflsaed and meicifiil dSmt\Ao^uid'*\<i^/^ 
a wia^ ehall it ioome on all tlieitt jtbjil '^^^^tt- 
on tbelace of the whole earth \^ )mt ^fe^^^^ing^- 
that all these things shali be -dkMol^^Whai 
manner of persons ought ye to b^ in^*ill hdl^^ 
coDTersatiiHi and godliness, looking fof^^WiS^ 
haaiing mikjo the coining of the'*^ay^<]£MQkld$^ 
wherein the heavens being on ftro^Hllalt-^' 
dbftolired^ and the elements sbaU xMVb, xHMtPi 
fenreiitheatl . • • « wherefove, bekM^, %^d^^ 
thatv^ loek /»r stioi^Ainjr^^ beidiligeUV'tfaM^ 
ye may be found of Him in i^mit^j ^vAWS^V 
spot and . blameless . • • •* '%Qe\ng^y^'ik'iithth 
the99 tkmgit ■'■ before, beware, lest j^^^iEd&o* * 
being led awaywith the error of tbeMi«4^^/ 
fall from your ovm 8tedfaBtn9ss,^\]^'^'>gitW' 
in grace and in the knowledge (A '€HiP^lMf4' 
and Sanour Jesus Christ/' 2 Pet. iiji. 11)^12^/ 
14,17,18. : ^'^'^^ X 

What does your Lord say «into y^«it^ 
'^ Watch, for^e know neither the daytiorth^^ 
hour, wherein the Son of Man cometh/' Mattv 
xxv. 13. What more does he say unto you? 
^* Pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy: 
to escape all these things that shall come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man," 
Luke xxi. 36* What more does he say unto 
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you ? " Wlien these things begin to come to 
pans, then look up and lift up your beads, for 
your redemption" (or the kingdom of God, ver. 
31) draweth nigh," ver. 28. What things? 
O ! " shall not the day or the Lord be dark- 
ness, and not light? even very dark, and no 
brightness in it ?" (Amos v. 20.) Read, in ver. 
35 to 27, of some of the things, that usher in that 
" very dark" day — " signs in the sun and in the 
moon, and in the stars, and upon the earth dis- 
tress of nations with perplexity, the sea and 
the waves roaring (" wars and rumours of wars," 
" famines" and pestilences, and earthquakes in 
divers places," and great tribulation, Matt. xxiv. 
6, 7, 21), men's hearts failing thera for feari 
and for looking after those things which are 
eoniing on the earth, for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken ; and then," at that time, in 
the midst of these things, when they have groit*n 
to their full head, "shall they see the Son of 
Mao coming in a cloud, with power and great 
glory," and great destruction.* But look ! a 
blessed gleam of " brightness" shoots across 

* ■• Bebold, he cometU willi cloads, and every eje ahnll He 
bim, and they ilio wb icb pierced Mm, tad alt kindreds if tht 
earth ihaU u'ail becatue of lum, even ■□, amen," Bev.i. 7. 
"And TUEN," vLen Mb Bign appsarg in heaven, "shall all 
tktlrUieiof the earth maurn," Matt. z;dv. 30.— See also Joel 
ii. 30, 31. 
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the d^kneiB oP thk "^ery, daik" d^* - It 
cam« fro« the glory-cknid. and shines roun^ 
the pe«(ple of God — ^' and when these things 
begin to come to pass, then look up,*^ 
i^eemed believers^ ^^ and lift up yolir heads^^ 
for your redemption draweth nigh," ver, 28•' 
Totl '^know perfectly" that the daycometh 
suddenly^ 0ven as a thief in l^e n^ht — watdhi 
for it. Yon know not the day — watch for it. It 
ifif not revealed — watch for it«^— But the sismi q( 
it^ Uie usherings in of it, the preparings of it^ m^ 
revealed, and it is given unto j/ou to know them, 
— watch for them, watch for the beginning, 
of them, and pray alway, watch and pray, pray 
and watch. ^* Ye are all the children of the ligixt 
and tile children of the day,'' yes, even of that 
day— -watch for the beginning of these things, 
and THAT DAY, which comes at the endctf them^ 
shall ** not overtake you as a thief,*' 1 Tbefes. v. 
4, 5, — No ! " when these things begin tp oome 
to pass, look up, and lift up your heads ;^ you 
have groaned for many a long and weaiy year 
under this body of sin and death, burdened and 
bowed down with this heavy tabernacle, 2 Cor. 
V. 4 — now hear Isaiah's song, which he sung 
concerning this very time, " say to them that 
are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear not, be- 
hold your God will come with vengeance, even 
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God with a recompence, he will come and save 
you .... the ransomed of the Lord shall re> 
turn, and come to Zion vvith songs, and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads, tbey shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall 
flee away," Is. xxxv. 4, 10. Your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh; "it shall he s^d in that 
day" — and you are they that shall say it, for.jt ig- 
the day in which Isaiah aays, " God will swallow 
up death in victory," Is. xxv. 8, and in which) 
Paul saysthe trumpet shall souud, and you shaU: 
be changed, and the saying shall be brouglit to 
pass that is written, death is swallowed up in 
victory, 1 Cor. xv. 62, 54 — " it shall be s^d in 
that day, Lo, this is our God, we have waited 
for him, and he will save us; this is tbejjord, we 
have waited for him, we will he glad and rejoice 
in his salvation," Is. xxv. 9. 

" Your redemption draweth nigh," and comes 
when your I/ord comes. Look, I beseech you, 
beloved, at this joyful hope, and the nature of it. 
The Psalmist speaks prophetically of you at the 
liord's coming, " Our God shall come, and s!ial] 
not keep silence, a fire shall devour before him, 
and it shall be very tempestuous round about 
him ; he shall call to the heavens from above, 
and to the earth, that he may judge his people 
— gather my saints together unto me," Ps. I. 
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3 — 5. Then cometh yotir full redemption, 
You are redeemed now^ but the fulness of x^- ^ 
demption is for the present withheld. iTou ^r^ 
''complete*' in Christ, Col. ii. 10, but the cqio- 
pletion is not all bestowed upon you. You are re- 
deemed in soul or spirit, perfectly, unchangeaU^, 
assuredly, but not in body or flesh. '' Christ hsith^; 
redeemed" you **from the curse of the law^, 
being made a curse** for you, Gal. iii.13, but npt._ 
from the plague of indwelling sin. That perfectefd 
redemption is reserved for the great change at . 
the Lord's day, the diange of body, the change ^ 
of being, which his saints will undergo at that^^ 
day, whether then found sleeping in the grave or 
waking on the earth. You are now redeemed 
unto God by his blood, Rev. v. 9, and the' 
Fattier dwelleth in you,* and the Son dwelleth 
in you,t and the Holy Spirit dwelleth in you, J' 
and you are sealed unto the day of redemp*" 
tion.§ But still you are in the bodily flesb, ' 
and in that flesh "there dwelleth no good 
thingV Rom. vii. 18. Being in this taber- '. 
nacle you do groan, being burdened, 2 Cor." 
V. 4» ^' The flesh lusteth against the spirit, and 

• John xvii. 21, 1 John lii. 24, iv. 12, 15, 16. 
t Jolm tnu 21, 23, Gal. li. 20, W. 19. 
X Joho xiv. 17, Rom, viU. g-'lj, 1 Cor. iii. 16, ▼}, 19, 
Gal. it. 6, 2 Tim. i. 14, 

§ Ephes. iv. 30, i. 13, 14, 2 Cor. i. ^. 
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the spirit against the flesh, and these are con- 
trary (opposed) the one to the other, so that ye 
cannot do the things that ye would," Gal. v. 17 ; 
and hence, from your uitredeevied iody, which 
13 your flesh, ariaes, my brethren, your never- 
ending conflict between the power of grace 
within you, and the power of indwelling sin. 
You " delight in the law of God after the in- 
ward man, but" you " see another law in" your 
" members, warring agMiiat the law of" your 
"mind, and bringing" you "into captivity to 
the law of sin which is in" your *' members," 
Rom. vii.22, 23. It is in, and by reason of, 
your flesh or body, that Satan tempts and dis- 
tresses, and at times gets advantage over you, 
and many imd various are the thorns in the 
Jleeh, given to you, as messengers of Satan, 
to biiflet you. You know with Paul, " that 
the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now, aod not only tbey, but" 
yourselves " also, which have the first fruits of 
the Spirit, even" you yourselves, " groan within" 
yourselves, " WMting for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of" your "body," Rom.viii, 22,23. 
Look, then, at the nature of your redemption, 
which comes, when your Lord comes. It is 
a change, a redemption, of body, a new bodily 
bcmg. Hear Paul : " ye are sealed by the 



13d 

Holy Spirit, to the day of redemption*^ £ph. 
iv. 30 — " after that ye believed, ye were sealed 
with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the 
earnest of our inheritance, until the redemption 
of the purchased possession, ch. i. 13, 14-r- 
you are "waiting for the redemption of" your 
"body," Rom. viii. 23. Hear Peter, saying of 
the electa 1 Pet. i. 2, that they " are kept by the 
power of God through faith unto salvation^ 
ready to be revealed in the ktst time,^ ver-S, 
and bidding them "hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto*^ them " at the 
revelation of Jems Christy' ver. 13. Now 
Paul says, Tit. ii. 11, that "the grace of God 
that bringeth salvation/' present, spiritual sal^ 
vation, the soul's salvation, " Aa^Aajspear^ctunta 
all men.'' The "salv{^n^' that is to come^ 
and that is " to be revealed at the last time," 
must be another than that which, is ali^ady 
brought ; and " the grace" that is future, and that 
has not yet appeared, and that " is to be brought 
unto" the elect ^^at the revelation of Jesus Christy* 
must be another than that which ^^ hath** already. 
" appeared unto all men.** What is the A&tuise^ 
then, of the salvation and grace at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ? Go through the passage in 
Paul, and let Paul direct your eye to the point 
of the "blessed hope :" "teaching us" — the grace 



• 



m 

which halh crjoip^ar^rf, teaching us — '^ that, deny- 
ing" tingodlTneas and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in this pre- 
sent world, looking for that blessed hope, and 
Xhk glorious appearing of the great God and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ," ver. 12, 13, 

Th« GLORIOUS APPEARING, or coming, of 
Christ in his day, is the one great object of 
the bdiever's hope as set before him in all the 
Scriptures, the one bright sp6t on which, in the 
eternity before him, his eye is taught to rest.* 

• In addition to 1 Cor. xv. 49—53, Phil. iii. 20, 21, Col. 
ill. 4, and 1 John iii. 2, in the next {wpe8,^here the glorjovs 
APPEARING, or coming, of our Lo^is set forth as the. be- 
liever's blessedness, and the connexion therewith is given, read 
the same " blessed hope" contained in the following pas- 
sages. 

« How ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and 
true God, and to wait for his Son from Heaven^ whom he 
raised firom the dead, even Jesus,*' 1 Thess. i. 9, 10. 

^* So that ye come behind in no gift, waiting for the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, who shall also confirm you 
wnto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ," 1 Cor. i. 7; 8. 

<< Heac^orth there is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at 
that dayy and not to me only, but unto all them that love his 
appetnthigi'^ 2 Tim. W, 8. 

f* JJnto them th^tieokfor him (Christ), shall he appear the 
seeend titAe without sin unto salvation/' Heb. ix. 28. 

'< For I know that vsy Redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stmA eit the latter day upon the bartIh, and though after my 
dfii^ worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God, 
whom I shall see /or myself, and mine eyes shall behold," 
Job xix. 25— 27. 
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And for this one simple reason. At that glorious 
appearing, is to be the appearing of the believer's 
own glory — at that coming, is to come to him 
his full and complete, but now withheld, redemp* 
tion — at that revelation in the last time, is to be 
revealed to him his perfect, but now suspended, 
salvation — at that bringing back of his gracious 
Saviour, is to be brought to him the grace, that 
is to consummate and to crown the work finished 
on the cross.— How? O! blessed Jesus, in 
that change of body — that change of existence, 
that mysterious and inconceivable change of 
bodily existence, ^^ch thy power shall then 
effect in the resurrection of thy dead saints' 
body from the grave, and in the body of thy 
saints, ^^ which are alive and remain unto thy 
coming" — a change, which tj^y presence only 
can effect, because it will be the change of this 



<< ADd ye yourselves like unto men that tpait far their lord 
• • • • that when he cometh" Luke zii. 36. 

** And the Lord direct your hearts unto the love of God, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ !" 2 Tbess. iii. 5* 

** For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him* • • « 
for the Lord himself shall descend from Heaven • • • • then we 
which are alive and remain shall be caught up • • • • to meet the 
Lord in the air," 1 Tbess. iv. 14—17. To meet is a verb of 
motion, and signifies that the persons who meet, both move 
towards each other. * 

'< As for me, I will behold thy face in righteoosneas : I 
shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likenese** P8.xvii.15. 
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vile body into the likenkss of thy glorious 
body ! — Yes, " as we have borne the image of the 
earthy" (the first man, who is of the earth, 
Adam), "we shall alao bear the image oi the 
heavenly" (the second man, the Lord from 
heaven); now this I say, brethren, that^^es/t and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
neither doth corruption inherit incorruption ; 
behold, I shew you a mystery, we shall not all 
sleep," some will he alive at the coming of the 
kingdom of God, " hut we shall all be changed," 
living or dead, " in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last triigip, for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed — 
for this corruptible" body " must put on in- 
corruption,* and this mortal" flesh " must put 
on immortality," immortd subsistence, 1 Cor. xv. 
49 — 53. — Yes, " our conversation is in heaven, 
from whence also we look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, nho shall change our vile 
body, that if may he fashioned like imlo his glo- 
rious body" Phil.iii. 20, 21 . — Yes, " when Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also 
appear with him in glory" Col. iii.4, and not 
only in glory, but in the very likeness of Christ's 



bodily glory, yea, in Christ's own exceeding 
glury : read, " beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be, but we know, that when He shall 
appear, we shall be like htm, far we shall see 
him OS lie is," I John iii. Steven as the change 
is effected now in the soul, by spiritually be- 
holding his image, so, by the same process of 
" BEHOLniNR," will the bodily change be ef- 
fected then— as in our spiritual redemption 
now, 1/1/ "beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lard, we are ch;inged into the same image 
from glory to glory, pven as by the spirit of the 
liord," 2 Cor, iii, 18, so in the " adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of our body," then, 6y 
" seeing Him AS BB IS," we shall be changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the presence and appearing of 
the Lord ; " the glory," says our Christ to 
his Father, concerning his beloved, " which 
thou gavest me, / have given them," in re- 
version and inheritance, "that they may be 
one, even as we are one, lin them, ajid thou iti 
me, that they may be made perfect in one," 
John xvii. 22, S3 — "heirs of God," says Paul, 
*' and joint heirs with Christ, if so be that we 
Bufifer with him, that we may be also glor^ 
together" with him, Rom, mux. I?- — Yes* tbi 
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my fellow-believers, we shall take of the tree of 
life and live for ever. Gen. iii. i2, and be " ever 
with the Lovd," and be as God, ihia mortal 
putting on immortality : hear wbiit John heard 
of thiii very time, and this very change, when he 
Buw the "new Jenwalem coming down from 
God out of heaven* .... I heard a great 
voice out of heaven, saying .... God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes, and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow nor 
crying, neither shall there be any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away," Rev. 
xxi. 2—4. 

O! brethren beloved, bear with me in my last 
word to yon. It is your Lord's word, Watch. 
— Watch the revealed signs of the coming of 
the Son of Man ; and when they begin to testify 
to the nearness of his approach, look up and 
lift up your heads, for your redemption 
draweth nigh. Your redemption comes with 
the coming of your Redeemer. It is fully ac- 
complished, when his work is fuily accom- 
plished. It is the redemption of your body— 
the redemption left and reserved, for the return 
of Christ in his "glorious body" to judge the 

* The saiata of the New Jerusalem come witb thvir Lord, 
_ " bebold," says Enoch of tliia VLTy juiI);niiMJt and coming, 
^^^^llie Lord comttb witli ICH HtBUaund of Ms saints tu execute 
^BjadgniCDt upon oil," Judcxi*. li. 
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quick. It is your perfected deliverance "from 
the power and bondage of the 'flesh, wrought 
out in you by your being changed in bod'y/kiid 
fashioned like unto his glorious body. It in 
the wonderful achievement in^you of a fifheis to 
be ever with the Lovdi}%^ to ** reign with 
Him as kings and priests unto 6od'^ • • . ^ for 
ever and ever," Rev. i. 6, xxB; 5.-^" May* the 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of GoB, 
and into the patient waiting for Christ'!*' 
2 Thess. iii. 6. Hear one of the words of his 
patience, '* because thou hast kept the wbM of 
my patience, 1 also will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, which shall come upon all 
the world, to try them that dwell upon the 
earth," Rev. iii. 10 — Hear the last word of his 
patience, '' He which testifieth these things 
saith. Surely I comb quickly, Amen** — ^Tiike 
up his word, and return it to him in faith and 
love, and patient waiting, '^ Even so comb, Ix)rd 
Jesus" — And receive into your souls the closing 
blessing of his book, *^ the grace of our Lbrd 
Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen," Rev. xxii* 
20,21! 

THE END* 
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